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Overview

Metro is our series of microcontroller boards for use with the Arduino IDE. This new Metro board looks a whole lot like
our original Metro 328, but with a huge upgrade. Instead of the ATmega328, this Metro features a ATSAMD21G18 chip,
an ARM Cortex MO+. It's our first Metro that is designed for use with CircuitPython! CircuitPython is our beginner-
oriented flavor of MicroPython - and as the name hints at, its a small but full-featured version of the popular Python
programming language specifically for use with circuitry and electronics.

Not only can you use CircuitPython, but the Metro MO is also usable in the Arduino IDE.

CIICU

L

At the Metro MO's heart is an ATSAMD21G18 ARM Cortex MO processor, clocked at 48 MHz and at 3.3V logic, the same
one used in the new Arduino Zero. This chip has a whopping 256K of FLASH (8x more than the Atmega328) and 32K
of RAM (16x as much)! This chip comes with built in USB so it has USB-to-Serial program & debug capability built in with
no need for an FTDI-like chip.
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Power the METRO with 7-9V polarity protected DC or the micro USB connector to any 5V USB source. The
2.1mm DC jack has an on/off switch next to it so you can turn off your setup easily. The METRO will automagically
switch between USB and DC.

METRO has 25 GPIO pins, 12 of which are analog in, and one of which is a true analog out. There's a hardware
SPI port, hardware 12C port and hardware UART. Logic level is 3.3V

Native USB, there's no need for a hardware USB to Serial converter as the Metro MO has built in USB support.
When used to act like a serial device, the USB interface can be used by any computer to listen/send data to the
METRO, and can also be used to launch and update code via the bootloader. It can also act like a keyboard,
mouse or MIDI device as well.

Four indicator LEDs and one NeoPixel, on the front edge of the PCB, for easy debugging. One green power LED,
two RX/TX LEDs for data being sent over USB, and a red LED connected. Next to the reset button there is an
RGB NeoPixel that can be used for any purpose.

2 MB SPI Flash storage chip is included on board. You can use the SPI Flash storage like a very tiny hard drive.
When used in Circuit Python, the 2 MB flash acts as storage for all your scripts, libraries and files. When used in
Arduino, you can read/write files to it, like a little datalogger or SD card, and then with our helper program, access
the files over USB.

Easy reprogramming, comes pre-loaded with the UF2 bootloader, which looks like a USB key. Simply drag
firmware on to program, no special tools or drivers needed! It can be used by MakeCode or Arduino IDE (in bossa
compatibility)
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Here's some handy specs!

Measures 2.8" x 2.1" x 0.28"

ATSAMD21G18 @ 48MHz with 3.3V logic/power

256KB of FLASH + 32KB of RAM

4 MB SPI Flash chip

No EEPROM

32.768 KHz crystal for clock generation & RTC

3.3V regulator with 500mA peak current output

USB native support, comes with USB bootloader and serial port debugging
You also get tons of pins - 25 GPIO pins, 5 more than the Metro 328
Hardware Serial, hardware 12C, hardware SPI support

PWM outputs on almost all pins

6 x 12-bit analog inputs

1x 10-bit analog output (DAC)

Built in NeoPixel on pin #40

Pin #13 red LED for general purpose blinking

Power on/off switch

4 mounting holes

We also include 4 rubber bumpers to keep it from slipping off your desk
Reset button
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Pinouts
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The Metro MO is chock-full of microcontroller goodness. There's also a lot of pins and ports. We'll take you a tour of
them now!

Power Connections
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There's a lot of ways to power the Metro MO Express, and a lot of ways to get power out as well.
There are two primary ways to power the Metro:

® Through the Micro USB port up at the top left
e Through the DC jack at the bottom left

The MicroUSB jack provides 5V at 500mA or so, there is a fuse that will shut off temporarily when more than 1000mA
is drawn, this is to protect a computer USB port. You can plug this into any computer or USB charger with a USB cable.
You can draw up to 500mA between the Vin, 5V and 3.3V supplies (combined).

The DC Jack is a 5.5mm/2.1mm center-positive DC connector, which is the most common available. Provide about 6V-
12V here to power the Metro. There is no fuse on this connection so you can draw more current, up to 800mA between
the 5V and 3.3V supplies, and 2A from Vin.

Onboard regulators take the USB or DC power and linearly convert it to 3.3V and 5V:
e 3V - this is the output from the 3.3V regulator, it can supply 500mA peak
e 5V -this is the output from the 5V regulator (when DC jack is used), or from USB. It can supply “Y500mA peak
from USB and Y800mA peak from DC
® GND - this is the common ground for all power and logic
e Vin - this is the higher of the DC jack or USB voltage. So if the DC jack is plugged in and 9V, Vin is 9V. If only
USB connected, this will be 5V.

There is also an on/off switch. This switch is only for the DC jack and does not affect powering via USB

Logic pins
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This is the general purpose I/O pin set for the microcontroller.
All logic is 3.3V

Most pins can do PWM output

All pins can be interrupt inputs

Top Row

e #0/RX-GPIO #0, also receive (input) pin for Serial1 (hardware UART)

#1/ TX - GPIO #1, also transmit (output) pin for Serial1

#2 through #12 - These are general purpose GPIO. If there's a dot next to the pad it can act as a PWM output.

#13 - GPIO #13 and is connected to the red LED marked L next to the USB jack

SDA - the 12C (Wire) data pin. There's no pull up on this pin by default so when using with 12C, you may need a

2.2K-10K pullup.

® SCL - the 12C (Wire) clock pin. There's no pull up on this pin by default so when using with 12C, you may need a
2.2K-10K pullup.

Bottom Row

® AO - This pin is analog /nput AO but is also an analog output due to having a DAC (digital-to-analog converter).
You can set the raw voltage to anything from O to 3.3V, unlike PWM outputs this is a true analog output
e Aflthru A5 - These are each analog input as well as digital I/O pins.

Right side

e SCK/MOSI/MISO - These are the hardware SPI pins, are are connected to the 2x3 header on the right hand side.
you can use them as everyday GPIO pins (but recommend keeping them free as they are best used for hardware
SPI connections for high speed.)

Additional analog inputs
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In addition to the AO-A5 pins, there are extra analog inputs available

Digital #0 is also A6
Digital #1is also A7

Digital #4 is also A8
Digital #5 is also A9
Digital #8 is also A10
Digital #9 is also AN

These pins are available in CircuitPython under the board module. Names that start with # are prefixed with D and
other names are as is. So #0 / RX above is available as board.DO and board.RX for example.

SPI Flash and NeoPixel

As part of the 'Express' series of boards, the Metro MO Express is designed for use with CircuitPython. To make that
easy, we have added two extra parts to this Metro MO: a mini NeoPixel (RGB LED) and a 2 MB SPI Flash chip
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The NeoPixel is connected to pin #40 in Arduino, so just use our NeoPixel library and set it up as a single-LED strand
on pin 40. In CircuitPython, the NeoPixel is board.NEOPIXEL and the library for it is here and in the bundle. The
NeoPixel is powered by the 3.3V power supply but that hasn't shown to make a big difference in brightness or color.
The NeoPixel is also used by the bootloader to let you know if the device has enumerated correctly (green) or USB
failure (red). In CircuitPython, the LED is used to indicate the runtime status.

The SPI Flash is connected to 4 pins that are not brought out on the GPIO pads. This way you don't have to worry
about the SPI flash colliding with other devices on the main SPI connection. Under Arduino, the FLASH SCK pin is #38,
MISO is #36, MOSI is #37, and CS is #39. If you use Metro MO Express as your board type, you'll be able to access the
Flash SPI port under SPI1 - this is a fully new hardware SPI device separate from the GPIO pins on the outside edge of
the Feather. In CircuitPython, the SPI flash is used natively by the interpretter and is read-only to user code, instead the
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Flash just shows up as the writeable disk drive!

Other Pins!
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e RST - this is the Reset pin, tie to ground to manually reset the ATSAMD?21, as well as launch the bootloader

manually

e ARef - the analog reference pin. Normally the reference voltage is the same as the chip logic voltage (3.3V) but if
you need an alternative analog reference, connect it to this pin and select the external AREF in your firmware.
Can't go higher than 3.3V!

Debug Interface
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If you'd like to do more advanced development, trace-debugging, or not use the bootloader, we have the SWD
interface exposed.

You can use any 2x5 0.05" pitch SWD interface to connect. We suggest a J-Link. Since the SWCLK pin is shared
between the NeoPixel, and the bootloader takes control of the pin, you need to reset the board right before beginning
debug. OpenOCD and some other debug interfaces may not be able to do this. That's why we really really suggest a
JLink!

SEGGER J-Link EDU - JTAG/SWD Debugger
PRODUCT ID: 1369

R
IN STOCK
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SEGGER J-Link BASE - JTAG/SWD Debugger
PRODUCT ID: 2209

5908 9®
IN STOCK

You'll need an adapter and cable to convert the 2x10 JTAG cable to SWD

JTAG (2x10 2.54mm) to SWD (2x5 1.27mm) Cable Adapter
Board

PRODUCT ID: 2094

2
IN STOCK

10-pin 2x5 Socket-Socket 1.27mm IDC (SWD) Cable -
150mm long

PRODUCT ID: 1675

S
IN STOCK
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UF2 Bootloader Details

This is an information page for advanced users who are curious how we get code from your computer into

your Express board!

Adafruit Express and Gemma/Trinket MO boards feature an improved bootloader that makes it easier than ever to flash
different code onto the microcontroller. This bootloader makes it easy to switch between Microsoft MakeCode,
CircuitPython and Arduino.

Instead of needing drivers or a separate program for flashing (say, bossac, jlink or avrdude ), one can simply drag a
file onto a removable drive.

The format of the file is a little special. Due to 'operating system woes' you cannot just drag a binary or hex file (trust
us, we tried it, it isn't cross-platform compatible). Instead, the format of the file has extra information to help the
bootloader know where the data goes. The format is called UF2 (USB Flashing Format). Microsoft MakeCode
generates UF2s for flashing and CircuitPython releases are also available as UF2. You can also create your own UF2s
from binary files using uf2tool, available here.

The bootloader is also BOSSA compatible, so it can be used with the Arduino IDE which expects a BOSSA bootloader
on ATSAMD-based boards

For more information about UF2, you can read a bunch more at the MakeCode blog, then check out the UF2 file format

specification. Visit Adafruit's fork of the Microsoft UF2-samd bootloader GitHub repository for source code
and releases of pre-built bootloaders.

The bootloader is not needed when changing your CircuitPython code. Its only heeded when upgrading the

CircuitPython core or changing between CircuitPython, Arduino and Microsoft MakeCode.

Entering Bootloader Mode

The first step to loading new code onto your board is triggering the bootloader. It is easily done by double tapping the
reset button. Once the bootloader is active you will see the small red LED fade in and out and a new drive will appear
on your computer with a name ending in BOOT. For example, feathers show up as FEATHERBOOT, while the new
CircuitPlayground shows up as CPLAYBOOT, Trinket MO will show up as TRINKETBOOT, and Gemma MO will show up
as GEMMABOOT

Furthermore, when the bootloader is active, it will change the color of one or more onboard neopixels to indicate the
connection status, red for disconnected and green for connected. If the board is plugged in but still showing that its
disconnected, try a different USB cable. Some cables only provide power with no communication.

For example, here is a Feather MO Express running a colorful Neopixel swirl. When the reset button is double clicked

(about half second between each click) the NeoPixel will stay green to let you know the bootloader is active. When the
reset button is clicked once, the 'user program' (NeoPixel color swirl) restarts.
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If the bootloader couldn't start, you will get a red NeoPixel LED.

That could mean that your USB cable is no good, it isn't connected to a computer, or maybe the drivers could not

enumerate. Try a new USB cable first. Then try another port on your computer!
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Once the bootloader is running, check your computer. You should see a USB Disk drive...
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Once the bootloader is successfully connected you can open the drive and browse the virtual filesystem. This isn't the
same filesystem as you use with CircuitPython or Arduino. It should have three files:

® CURRENT.UF2 - The current contents of the microcontroller flash.
e |[NDEX.HTM - Links to Microsoft MakeCode.
e |INFO_UF2.TXT - Includes bootloader version info. Please include it on bug reports.

=1
*e% N == * Computer » CPLAYBOOT (E:) Search CPLAYBOOT () 0
Organize = Share with New folder =~ 0l @
& Homegroup - L'~ L
.

1% Computer ‘

&, Local Disk (C3) - —

== CPLAYBOOT (E:) CURREMT.UF2 INDEXHTM INFO_UF2.TXT
% MNetwork

3 items

Using the Mass Storage Bootloader

To flash something new, simply drag any UF2 onto the drive. After the file is finished copying, the bootloader will

automatically restart. This usually causes a warning about an unsafe eject of the drive. However, its not a problem. The
bootloader knows when everything is copied successfully.
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You may get an alert from the OS that the file is being copied without it's properties. You can just click Yes
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Are you sure you want to copy this file without its properties?

The file revg.uf2 has properties that can't be copied to the new location.

revg.uf2

Type: UF2 File

Size: 392 KB

Date modified: 4/21/2017 1:53 PM

e ] [ m

You may also get get a complaint that the drive was ejected without warning. Don't worry about this. The drive only
ejects once the bootloader has verified and completed the process of writing the new code

Using the BOSSA Bootloader

As mentioned before, the bootloader is also compatible with BOSSA, which is the standard method of updating boards
when in the Arduino IDE. It is a command-line tool that can be used in any operating system. We won't cover the full
use of the bossac tool, suffice to say it can do quite a bit! More information is available atShumaTech.

Windows 7 Drivers

If you are running Windows 7 (or, goodness, something earlier?) You will need a Serial Port driver file. Windows 10
users do not need this so skip this step.

You can download our full driver package here:

Download Latest Adafruit Driver Installer

https://adafru.it/AON
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Download and run the installer. We recommend just selecting all the serial port drivers available (no harm to do so) and
installing them.

-
* Adafruit Board Dri\rers:installation Opticns ==

Chedk the board drivers below that you would like to install. Clidk install to
start the installation.

Select board drivers to install:

Feather WICED

Flora

Trinket / Pro Trinket / Gemma (USBtinyI
[ Arduine Gemma

[] Feather HUZZAH ESPE256 (SiLabs CP2:

M Metro 328 / Metro Mini 328 (FTDI VCP) ™
4 10 | »

Cancel | Mullsoft Tnskall System w3, 0b3 < Back | Install I

m

Verifying Serial Port in Device Manager

If you're running Windows, its a good idea to verify the device showed up. Open your Device Manager from the control
panel and look under Ports (COM & LPT) for a device called Feather MO or Circuit Playground or whatever!

File Action
e@s | H|E HE & E%b

4 2 ladyada301-PC
;> /M Computer

View Help

I = Disk drives

‘52 Display adapters

- DVD/CD-ROM drives

ﬂ’ﬁ Hurnan Interface Devices

g [DE ATA/ATAPI controllers

¥ Jungo

-2 Keyboards

--ﬂ Mice and other peinting devices
‘A Menitors

¥ Network adapters

K Portable Devices

JF Ports (COM & LPT)

- ? Adafruit Circuit Playground Express (COM34) |
f? Communications Port (COML)
[.>-E Processors

b lﬁ] Sound, video and game controllers

B I -

[»-jM System devices
b~ Universal Serial Bus controllers

If you see something like this, it means you did not install the drivers. Go back and try again, then remove and re-plug
the USB cable for your board
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Running bossac on the command line

If you are using the Arduino IDE, this step is not required. But sometimes you want to read/write custom binary files,
say for loading CircuitPython or your own code. We recommend using bossac v 1.7.0 (or greater), which has been
tested. The Arduino branch is most recommended.

You can download the latest builds here. The mingw32 version is for Windows, apple-darwin for Mac OSX and various
linux options for Linux. Once downloaded, extract the files from the zip and open the command line to the directory
with bossac

For example here's the command line you probably want to run:

bossac -e -w -v -R ~/Downloads/adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.bin

This will -e rase the chip, -w rite the given file, -v erify the write and -R eset the board. After reset, CircuitPython
should be running. Express boards may cause a warning of an early eject of a USB drive but just ignore it. Nothing
important was being written to the drive. A hard power-reset is also recommended after bossac, just in case.

© Adafruit Industries https://learn.adafruit.com/adafruit-metro-m0-express-designed-for-circuitpython Page 21 of 81


https://github.com/shumatech/BOSSA/tree/arduino
https://github.com/shumatech/BOSSA/releases

R ~/Downloads/a

~/Downloads/bossac-1.7.8 %

Updating the bootloader

The UF2 bootloader is a new bootloader, and while we've done a ton of testing, it may contain bugs. Usually these
bugs effect reliability rather than fully preventing the bootloader from working. If the bootloader is flaky then you can
try updating the bootloader itself to potentially improve reliability.

Updating the bootloader is as easy as flashing CircuitPython, Arduino or MakeCode. Simply enter the bootloader as
above and then drag the update bootloader uf2 file below. This uf2 contains a program which will unlock the
bootloader section, update the bootloader, and re-lock it. It will overwrite your existing code such as CircuitPython or
Arduino so make sure everything is backed up!

After the file is copied over, the bootloader will be updated and appear again. The INFO_UF2.TXT file should show the
newer version number inside.

For example:

UF2 Bootloader v1.20.0 SFHR
Model: Adafruit Feather MO
Board-ID: SAMD21G18A-Feather-v0

Lastly, reload your code from Arduino or MakeCode or flash the latest CircuitPython core.

The latest updaters for various boards:

Circuit Playground Express v1.23 update-

bootloader.uf2

https://adafru.it/yDv

Feather MO Express v1.23 update-

bootloader.uf2

https://adafru.it/yDw

Metro MO Express v1.23 update-bootloader.uf2

https://adafru.it/yDx
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https://github.com/adafruit/circuitpython/releases
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https://cdn-learn.adafruit.com/assets/assets/000/045/719/original/update-bootloader.uf2?1503523594

Gemma MO v1.23 update-bootloader.uf2

https://adafru.it/yDy

Trinket MO v1.23 update-bootloader.uf2

https://adafru.it/yDz

Getting Rid of Windows Pop-ups

If you do a /ot of development on Windows with the UF2 bootloader, you may get annoyed by the constant "Hey you
inserted a drive what do you want to do" pop-ups.

| [+ ConticlPanel »

Adjust your computer's settings

System and Security
v pour computer' s ftatug
Back up your computier

Find and fix problems

Network and Internet
s utuintrkl TBRUS i Rarilies
Chesie hamagicup and thanng cplioni

Hardware and Sound

Wherwy' g ngd prin

Add 5 dEaie

Programs

Viewby O

User Accounts and Family 5a
ﬂ Add of remove wier BCounty
W Set up parerial contrals foe any us

Appearance and Personalizat
Charge the theme

Churge desktop backgreund

Adpust screen nesolution

Clock, Language, and Region
Change keybosrds or ather input met

Ease of Access
Lt Wandtwd Sunpgeit Letng

Go to the Control Panel. Click on the Hardware and

I Sound header

&4 f ¢
e ¥ &

Uringtall & program Dptenize vriual display

Click on the Autoplay header

87 & Control Parel 5 Hardwars and Scand 5

; Devices and Prinbers
W siasdeice | Addnpmie | Mo | B Device Minsger
W] AutePlay
LT WY dutaul et for mada o
Aastoi iy
TR Charge delaull setings for CDh
Acipsn] ¥y, and devcm oo Bl you can foundh.  WManage sudis devon
A ienatal by pliy Pl e
Pirany pictiures, intsd scftwar, and play
Chang M. Jotiat th power butions do
Reipart § pavimdid mhen the Comieiel wakes  (Rane whbt iR Compune deeid
Choous 1 power pln

Py . cr othar media subomatical

. Display
Polwkn Bt and cbfsar durm larger o emalar | Adyut ncreen mackstion
CHPAETI0F 0 ST dplay | e 10 COMBIT Mree Thekies (seftih i)

. MVIDIA Control Panel

B Feahek HD Audio Manager
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https://cdn-learn.adafruit.com/assets/assets/000/045/720/original/update-bootloader.uf2?1503523609
https://cdn-learn.adafruit.com/assets/assets/000/045/721/original/update-bootloader.uf2?1503523622
https://learn.adafruit.com/assets/41276
https://learn.adafruit.com/assets/41277

Uncheck the box at the top, labeled Use Autoplay for all

Kol "o + ControlFunel » Mordwareandiound v Autcbly = [ip [ G .
- devices

Choose what happens when you insert sach type of media or device

¢ 11tse Artolay For al e aned divices

| T
¥ dudo 0D (G Tt o pcnon =
£ Endanced sudsy (D :cwum '-_'
£ 04D moie [ — -
¥ Inbanced IND move :_tmmc_c'ir\u.a -_E
5 Software andd garmert |1 Ak me every tme -
|
5] Pathses :ﬂ' T e 310 =
I B Vadeo e _'& Taite e aunion -
o Badeeddes "@ Take fs it -l:
| &
| £4 Buni OO | Chasse o sevos o

Making your own UF2

Making your own UF2 is easy! All you need is a .bin file of a program you wish to flash andthe Python conversion
script. Make sure that your program was compiled to start at 0x2000 (8k) because the bootloader takes the first 8k.
CircuitPython's linker script is an example on how to do that.

Once you have a .bin file, you simply need to run the Python conversion script over it. Here is an example from the
directory with uf2conv.py:

uf2conv.py -c -o build-circuitplayground_express/revg.uf2 build-circuitplayground_express/revg.bin

This will produce a revg.uf2 file in the same directory as the source revg.bin. The uf2 can then be flashed in the same
way as above.
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https://github.com/Microsoft/uf2/blob/master/utils/uf2conv.py
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Arduino IDE Setup

The first thing you will need to do is to download the latest release of the Arduino IDE. You will need to be using
version 1.8 or higher for this guide

Arduino IDE Download

https://adafru.it/f1P

After you have downloaded and installed the latest version of Arduino IDE, you will need to start the IDE and navigate
to the Preferences menu. You can access it from the File menu in Windows or Linux, or the Arduino menu on OS X

- X
& Blink | Arduino 18.2 ESRE

Edit Sketch Tools Help

MNew Ctrl+M
Open... Ctrl+0
Open Recent L
Sketchbook ’ il
Examples
Close Ctrl+W
|| Save Ctrl+5
Save As.. Ctrl+Shift+5
1 Page Setup  Ctrl+Shift+P
i Print Ctrl+P
i e blic domain

Preferences  Ctrl+Comma

Quit Ctrl+Q

TTOTG T ICSOC I

A dialog will pop up just like the one shown below.
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http://www.arduino.cc/en/Main/Software

& Preferences

Sketchbook location:

JfUsers ftodd/Documents fArduino Browse
Editor language: = System Default » (requires restart of Arduino)
Editor font size: 10 (requires restart of Arduino)
Show verbose output during: compilation upload
Compiler warnings:  None ]

Display line numbers
v Verify code after upload
Use external editor
v Check for updates on startup
v/ Update sketch files to new extension on save (.pde -> .ino)

v save when verifying or uploading
Proxy Settings

Server (HTTP): Port (HTTP): 8080
Server: (HTTFS) Port (HTTPS): 8443
Username: Password:

Additional Boards Manager URLs: |

Maore preferences can be edited directly in the file
fUsers /todd/Library/Arduino15/preferences.txt
(edit only when Arduino is not running)

OK Cancel

We will be adding a URL to the new Additional Boards Manager URLs option. The list of URLs is comma separated,
and you will only have to add each URL once. New Adafruit boards and updates to existing boards will automatically be
picked up by the Board Manager each time it is opened. The URLs point to index files that the Board Manager uses to

build the list of available & installed boards.

To find the most up to date list of URLs you can add, you can visit the list of third party board URLs on the Arduino IDE
wiki. We will only need to add one URL to the IDE in this example, but you can add multiple URLS by separating them
with commas. Copy and paste the link below into the Additional Boards Manager URLs option in the Arduino IDE

preferences.

https://adafruit.github.io/arduino-board-index/package adafruit_index.json
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https://github.com/arduino/Arduino/wiki/Unofficial-list-of-3rd-party-boards-support-urls#list-of-3rd-party-boards-support-urls

Ci\UsersVadyada'\Dropbox\ArduinoSketches || Browse

Editor language: [System Defauit « | (requires restart of Arduino)

Editor font size: 2]

Interface scale: /] Automatic | 100 % (requires restart of Arduino)

Show verbose output during: [¥] complation (] upload |
[7] Cesplay ke numbers I
[] Enable Code Folding
[] verify code after upload {
|7 Use external editor
|] Check for updates on startup
|¥] Update sketch files to new extension on save (pde - .ina) |
|] Save when verifying or

additional Boards Manager https://adafruit. com package_adafruit_index.json E’ :

RAcem e e o e ek R RC Rt e |Enter a comma separated list of urls|

C:\sersYadyada\AppDataiLocal\Arduino 15\preferences. et I\

(edit only when Arduine is not running) |

Here's a short description of each of the Adafruit supplied packages that will be available in the Board Manager when
you add the URL:

e Adafruit AVR Boards - Includes support for Flora, Gemma, Feather 32u4, Trinket, & Trinket Pro.

e Adafruit SAMD Boards - Includes support for Feather MO, Metro MO, Circuit Playground Express, Gemma MO
and Trinket MO

® Arduino Leonardo & Micro MIDI-USB - This adds MIDI over USB support for the Flora, Feather 32u4, Micro and
Leonardo using the arcore project.

If you have multiple boards you want to support, say ESP8266 and Adafruit, have both URLs in the text box separated
by a comma (,)

Once done click OK to save the new preference settings. Next we will look at installing boards with the Board
Manager.

Now continue to the next step to actually install the board support package!
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Using with Arduino IDE

Since the Feather/Metro/Gemma/Trinket MO use an ATSAMD?21 chip running at 48 MHz, you can pretty easily get it
working with the Arduino IDE. Most libraries (including the popular ones like NeoPixels and display) will work with the
MO, especially devices & sensors that use i2c or SPI.

Now that you have added the appropriate URLs to the Arduino IDE preferences in the previous page, you can open
the Boards Manager by navigating to the Tools->Board menu.

Auto Format
Archive Sketch

sketch_now2 s

Fix Encoding & Reload
L veid 3=tuE  Serial Monitor Ctrl+Shift+M
2 S put ¥ — L
3 Board: "Arduino/Genuino Uno” ! Boards Manager...
= ! Port ! Arduino AVR Boards
b=
6 void loop( Programmer: "USBtinylSP” ' Arduino Yan
T| ff put ¥ @ Arduino/Genuino Uno

Burn Bootloader
Arduine Duemilanove or Diecimila

oo

Once the Board Manager opens, click on the category drop down menu on the top left hand side of the window and
select Contributed. You will then be able to select and install the boards supplied by the URLs added to the
prefrences.

Install SAMD Support

First up, install the Arduino SAMD Boards version 1.6.15 or later

You can type Arduino SAMD in the top search bar, then when you see the entry, click Install

w | | Siter your seardh...

Arduine SAM Boards (32-bits ARM Cortex-M3) by Arduine version 1.6.6 TNSTALLED
Boards included in this package:

Arduino Due.

Cnling halp

Maore info

m

Arduine SAMD Boards [32-bits ARM Cortex-M0+) by Arduing
Boards included in this package:

Arduino/Genuino Zero.

Cnline help

M inf

162 v [ el

Intel 526 Boards by Intel
Boards included in this package:
Galiles.

Install Adafruit SAMD

Next you can install the Adafruit SAMD package to add the board file definitions
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You can type Adafruit SAMD in the top search bar, then when you see the entry, click Install

)| Twpe ‘a = | | Aiter your search...
"Boards incduded in this package: -
r Adafruit Flora, Adafruit Gemma BMHz, Adafruit Bluefruit Micro, Adafruit Feather 32u4, Adafruit Metro, Adafruit Pro Trinket
S/ 16MHz (USB), Adafruit Pro Trinket 2/ 12MHz (USB), Adafruit Pro Trinket SV 16MHz (FTDI), Adafruit Pro Trinket 3V/12MHz
(FTDI). Adafrult Trinkat 8MHz. Adafruit Trinkat 16MHz.
Onling halp
Mose info

Adafruit SAMD Boards by Adafruit
Boards included in this package:
Adafruit Feather MO,

Onling halp

More info

m

Leanardo & Micro MIDI-USE (arcore) by Ralf Kistner

Boards included in this package:

Arduino Lecnardo (MIDI), Arduino Leonardo (MIDI, iPad compatible], Arduino Micro (MIDI).
Cnling halp —
Mgre info

Even though in theory you don't need to - | recommend rebooting the IDE

Quit and reopen the Arduino IDE to ensure that all of the boards are properly installed. You should now be able to

select and upload to the new boards listed in the Tools->Board menu.

Select the matching board, the current options are:

Feather MO (for use with any Feather MO other than the Express)
Feather MO Express

Metro MO Express

Circuit Playground Express

Gemma MO

Trinket MO

Auto Format

Archive Sketch
Fix Encoding & Reload
Serial Monitor Ctrl+Shift+M
J Iniviali - i
if {1Ilash. Serial Plotter Ctrl+Shift+L
‘-‘F-*f“[-lf: WiFil0l Firmware Updater A
et Adafruit SAMD (32-bits ARM Cortex-h0+ ) Board
b Board: "Adafruit Metro M0 Express” ' i bt b L
R Adafruit Feather M0
Port: "COML10 (Adafruit Circuit Playground Express)” 1 ;
Adafruit Feather MO Express
1Get Board Infio 3
h @ Adafruit Metro M Express
if (!facfs. Programmer: "Atmel EDBG” 1 Adafruit Circuit Playground Express
I serial.pr  Bum Bootloader ~ ESPE266 Modules

Install Drivers (Windows 7 Only)

When you plug in the board, you'll need to possibly install a driver

Click below to download our Driver Installer
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Download Adafruit Driver Installer v2.0.0.0

https://adafru.it/zek

Download and run the installer

P ™
Opening adafruit_drivers.exe u

You have chosen to cpen:

CE| adafruit_drivers.exe
which is: Binary File (13.6 MB)

from: https://github-cloud.s3.amazonaws.com

Would you like to save this file?

[ Save File ] | Cancel |

Run the installer! Since we bundle the SiLabs and FTDI drivers as well, you'll need to click through the license

-
* Adafruit Board Dri\rers:kicense Agreement = | —

Please review the license agreement before installing Adafruit board
drivers. If you accept all terms of the agreement, dick I Agree.

hhis program will allow you to install Windows drivers for =
hardware that Adafruit Industries produces. Please support
Adafruit by purchasing hardware from:
<http://www.adafruit.com/>

I
Note you can uninstall any of the installed drivers by using i
the Add/Remove Programs option in Control Panel (lock for
the "Windows Driver Package' entries from Adafruit).
- L

1
Cancel | Mullsaft Inskall System +3.0b3 I Agree

Select which drivers you want to install, the defaults will set you up with just about every Adafruit board!

Check the board drivers below that you would like to install. Click install to
start the installation.

Select board drivers to install: Feather 32u4, Feather M0, Feather MO Ex
Feather WICED
Trinket / Pro Trinket / Gemma (USBtnyISP)
] Arduine Gemma
] Feather HUZZAH ESP8256 (SiLabs CP210x)
[ Metro 328 / Metro Mini 328 (FTDI YCP and

< »

Cancel | Mullsaft Inskall Sywstem 3,021 < Back | Install I

Click Install to do the installin'
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https://github.com/adafruit/Adafruit_Windows_Drivers/releases/download/2.0.0.0/adafruit_drivers_2.0.0.0.exe

,
¥ Adafruit Board Drivers: completed-tglﬂg

Completed

Show details |

Cancel | Mullsoft Install System 3,003 <= Back

Blink

Now you can upload your first blink sketch!

Plug in the Gemma MO, Trinket MO, Metro MO or Feather MO and wait for it to be recognized by the OS (just takes a
few seconds). It will create a serial/COM port, you can now select it from the dropdown, it'll even be 'indicated' as
Trinket/Gemma/Metro/Feather MO!

i > - =
sketch_nov23a | Arduino 1.6.4 i "=M TC
File Edit Sketch [Tools| Help
Auto Format Cirl+T
Archive Sketch
SKRIh_NOVI3E By Encoding & Reload
void setup() Sarial Monitor Ctrl+Shift+M -
// put your
Board: "Adafruit Feather...” r
1l J Port: "COM52 (Adafruit ..." ' Senal ports
| com
void leop(} { Programmer: "AVRISP mikdl”™ )
|| 4/ put your | v COMS2 (Adafruit Feather MO (Native USB Port))
Bumn Bootloader L= |

| i
il

Now load up the Blink example

// the setup function runs once when you press reset or power the board
void setup() {

// initialize digital pin 13 as an output.

pinMode(13, OUTPUT);
}

// the loop function runs over and over again forever
void loop() {
digitalWrite(13, HIGH); // turn the LED on (HIGH is the voltage level)

delay(1000); // wait for a second
digitalWrite(13, LOW); // turn the LED off by making the voltage LOW
delay(1000); // wait for a second

}

And click upload! That's it, you will be able to see the LED blink rate change as you adapt the delay() calls.
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If you are having issues, make sure you selected the matching Board in the menu that matches the hardware

you have in your hand.

Sucessful Upload

If you have a successful upload, you'll get a bunch of red text that tells you that the device was found and it was
programmed, verified & reset

A afroit Feather MO (Hative USE Port) on COMSS

Compilation Issues

If you get an alert that looks like
Cannot run program "{runtime.tools.arm-none-eabi-gcc.path\bin\arm-non-eabi-g++"

Make sure you have installed the Arduino SAMD boards package, you need both Arduino & Adafruit SAMD board
packages

annot run pro

{runtime.
max-inline-i i g i y— e -DF_{
-I{runtime.

Adafruit Feather
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Manually bootloading

If you ever get in a 'weird' spot with the bootloader, or you have uploaded code that crashes and doesn't auto-reboot
into the bootloader, click the RST button twice (like a double-click)to get back into the bootloader.

The red LED will pulse, so you know that its in bootloader mode.

Once it is in bootloader mode, you can select the newly created COM/Serial port and re-try uploading.

sketch_novl7 s

// the seg

| File Edit Sketch Help

Auto Format Cird+T
Aschive Sketch
Fix Encoding & Reload

Serial Menitor CtrlsShift+M 12 boarzd
2 |void setug
nitd Board: "Adafruit Feather MO (Mative USB Port)” L3
) piokcde § Port L Senal ports
s P “USBtinylSP™ S
T rogrammen i
/ the log Burn Bootiosd comz2
i urn ader -
veid loopl COM129 (Adafruit Feather M0 {Native USB Port))
digitalWrice (13, HIGH): / turn the LED on (HIGH is the volvugc aovoxy
delay(1000) @ / wait for a second
digitalWrice (13, LOW): // turn the LED off by making the voltage LOW

You may need to go back and reselect the 'normal' USB serial port next time you want to use the normal upload.

Ubuntu & Linux Issue Fix

Note if you're using Ubuntu 15.04 (or perhaps other more recent Linux distributions) there is an issue with the modem
manager service which causes the Bluefruit LE micro to be difficult to program. If you run into errors like "device or
resource busy", "bad file descriptor", or "port is busy" when attempting to program then you are hitting this issue.

The fix for this issue is to make sure Adafruit's custom udev rules are applied to your system. One of these rules is
made to configure modem manager not to touch the Feather board and will fix the programming difficulty issue.
Follow the steps for installing Adafruit's udev rules on this page.
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https://bugs.launchpad.net/ubuntu/+source/modemmanager/+bug/1473246
file:///adafruit-arduino-ide-setup/linux-setup#udev-rules

Adapting Sketches to MO

The ATSAMD?21 is a very nice little chip but its fairly new as Arduino-compatible cores go. Most sketches & libraries will
work but here's a few things we noticed!

The below note are for all MO boards, but not all may apply (e.g. Trinket and Gemma MO do not have ARef so you can
skip the Analog References notel)

Analog References

If you'd like to use the ARef pin for a non-3.3V analog reference, the code to use is analogReference(AR_EXTERNAL)
(it's AR_EXTERNAL not EXTERNAL)

Pin Outputs & Pullups

The old-style way of turning on a pin as an input with a pullup is to use

pinMode(pin, INPUT)
digitalWrite(pin, HIGH)

This is because the pullup-selection register is the same as the output-selection register.

For the MO, you can't do this anymore! Instead, use

pinMode(pin, INPUT_PULLUP)

which has the benefit of being backwards compatible with AVR.

Serial vs SerialUSB

99.9% of your existing Arduino sketches use Serial.print to debug and give output. For the Official Arduino SAMD/MO
core, this goes to the Serial5 port, which isn't exposed on the Feather. The USB port for the Official Arduino MO core, is
called SerialUSB instead.

In the Adafruit MO Core, we fixed it so that Serial goes to USB when you use a Feather MO so it will automatically work
just fine.

However, on the off chance you are using the official Arduino SAMD core not the Adafruit version (which really, we
recommend you use our version because as you can see it can vary) & you want your Serial prints and reads to use
the USB port, use SerialUSB instead of Serial in your sketch

If you have existing sketches and code and you want them to work with the MO without a huge find-replace, put
#if defined(ARDUINO_SAMD_ZERO) && defined(SERIAL_PORT_USBVIRTUAL)
/I Required for Serial on Zero based boards

#define Serial SERIAL_PORT_USBVIRTUAL
#endif

right above the first function definition in your code. For example:
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Eici'tilu.'t:h Teels Help

datecale §

/f Simple date conwer

3 #include <Wire.h>
{ #inclode "ETClik.h" |1

§ #if defined (ARDUINO_RRCH_SAMD)

/f for Zero, output ocn USB Serial console, remove line below if using programming port to program the Zerp!
2 #define Serial SerialUsB
3 dendif
1 wvoid showDate(const char* txt, conat DateTimes dt) |
12 Serial.princ(cxc):
Serial.princi(" "):

AnalogWrite / PWM on Feather/Metro MO

After looking through the SAMD21 datasheet, we've found that some of the options listed in the multiplexer table don't
exist on the specific chip used in the Feather MO.

For all SAMD21 chips, there are two peripherals that can generate PWM signals: The Timer/Counter (TC) and
Timer/Counter for Control Applications (TCC). Each SAMD21 has multiple copies of each, called 'instances'.

Each TC instance has one count register, one control register, and two output channels. Either channel can be enabled
and disabled, and either channel can be inverted. The pins connected to a TC instance can output identical versions of
the same PWM waveform, or complementary waveforms.

Each TCC instance has a single count register, but multiple compare registers and output channels. There are options
for different kinds of waveform, interleaved switching, programmable dead time, and so on.

The biggest members of the SAMD21 family have five TC instances with two 'waveform output' (WO) channels, and
three TCC instances with eight WO channels:

e TC[0-4],WO[0-1]
e TCC[0-2],WO[0-7]

And those are the ones shown in the datasheet's multiplexer tables.

The SAMD21G used in the Feather MO only has three TC instances with two output channels, and three TCC instances
with eight output channels:

e TC[3-5,WO[0-1]
e TCC[0-2],WO[0-7]

Tracing the signals to the pins broken out on the Feather MO, the following pins can't do PWM at all:
e Analog pin A5

The following pins can be configured for PWM without any signal conflicts as long as the SPI, I12C, and UART pins keep
their protocol functions:

e Digital pins 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13
e Analog pins A3 and A4

If only the SPI pins keep their protocol functions, you can also do PWM on the following pins:
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e TX and SDA (Digital pins 1and 20)

analogWrite() PWM range

On AVR, if you set a pin's PWM with analogWrite(pin, 255) it will turn the pin fully HIGH. On the ARM cortex, it will set it
to be 255/256 so there will be very slim but still-existing pulses-to-OV. If you need the pin to be fully on, add test code
that checks if you are trying to analogWrite(pin, 255) and, instead, does a digitalWrite(pin, HIGH)

Missing header files

there might be code that uses libraries that are not supported by the MO core. For example if you have a line with

#include <util/delay.h>

you'll get an error that says

fatal error: util/delay.h: No such file or directory
#include <util/delay.h>

A

compilation terminated.
Error compiling.

In which case you can simply locate where the line is (the error will give you the file name and line number) and 'wrap
it' with #ifdef's so it looks like:

#if !defined (ARDUINO ARCH SAM) && !defined(ARDUINO ARCH SAMD) && !defined(ESP8266) && !defined(ARDUINO AR
#include <util/delay.h>
#endif

“ ‘ﬁjﬁIﬁﬁﬁiiiﬁiﬁﬁﬁiff:ﬁﬂ

The above will also make sure that header file isn't included for other architectures

If the #include is in the arduino sketch itself, you can try just removing the line.

Bootloader Launching

For most other AVRs, clicking reset while plugged into USB will launch the bootloader manually, the bootloader will
time out after a few seconds. For the MO, you'll need to double click the button. You will see a pulsing red LED to let
you know you're in bootloader mode. Once in that mode, it wont time out! Click reset again if you want to go back to
launching code

Aligned Memory Access

This is a little less likely to happen to you but it happened to me! If you're used to 8-bit platforms, you can do this nice
thing where you can typecast variables around. e.g.

uint8_t mybuffer[4];
float f = (float)mybuffer;

You can't be guaranteed that this will work on a 32-bit platform because mybuffer might not be aligned to a 2 or 4-byte
boundary. The ARM Cortex-MO can only directly access data on 16-bit boundaries (every 2 or 4 bytes). Trying to access
an odd-boundary byte (on a 1 or 3 byte location) will cause a Hard Fault and stop the MCU. Thankfully, there's an easy
work around ... just use memcpy!
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uint8_t mybuffer[4];
float f;
memcpy(f, mybuffer, 4)

Floating Point Conversion

Like the AVR Arduinos, the MO library does not have full support for converting floating point numbers to ASCII strings.
Functions like sprintf will not convert floating point. Fortunately, the standard AVR-LIBC library includes the dtostrf
function which can handle the conversion for you.

Unfortunately, the MO run-time library does not have dtostrf. You may see some references to using #include
<avr/dtostrf.h> to get dtostrf in your code. And while it will compile, it does not work.

Instead, check out this thread to find a working dtostrf function you can include in your code:
http://forum.arduino.cc/index.php?topic=368720.0

How Much RAM Available?

The ATSAMD21G18 has 32K of RAM, but you still might need to track it for some reason. You can do so with this handy
function:

extern "C" char *sbrk(int 1i);

int FreeRam () {

char stack dummy = 0;

return &stack dummy - sbrk(0);
}

Thx to http://forum.arduino.cc/index.php?topic=365830.msg2542879#msg2542879 for the tip!

Storing data in FLASH

If you're used to AVR, you've probably used PROGMEM to let the compiler know you'd like to put a variable or string in
flash memory to save on RAM. On the ARM, its a little easier, simply add const before the variable name:

const char str[] = "My very long string";

That string is now in FLASH. You can manipulate the string just like RAM data, the compiler will automatically read from
FLASH so you dont need special progmem-knowledgeable functions.

You can verify where data is stored by printing out the address:
Serial.print("Address of str $"); Serial.printin((int)&str, HEX);

If the address is $2000000 or larger, its in SRAM. If the address is between $0000 and $3FFFF Then it is in FLASH
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Using SPI Flash

One of the best features of the MO express board is a small SPI flash memory chip built into the board. This memory
can be used for almost any purpose like storing data files, Python code, and more. Think of it like a little SD card that is
always connected to the board, and in fact with Arduino you can access the memory using a library that is very similar
to the Arduino SD card library. You can even read and write files that CircuitPython stores on the flash chip!

To use the flash memory with Arduino you'll need to install the Adafruit SPI Flash Memory library in the Arduino IDE.
Click the button below to download the source for this library, open the zip file, and then copy it into an
Adafruit_SPIFlash folder (remove the -master GitHub adds to the downloaded zip and folder) in the Arduino library

folder on your computer:
Download Adafruit_SPIFlash

https://adafru.it/wbu
Once the library is installed open the Arduino IDE and look for the following examples in the library:

fatfs_circuitpython
fatfs_datalogging
fatfs_format
fatfs_full_usage
fatfs_print_file
flash_erase

These examples allow you to format the flash memory with a FAT filesystem (the same kind of filesystem used on SD
cards) and read and write files to it just like a SD card.

Read & Write CircuitPython Files

The fatfs_circuitpython example shows how to read and write files on the flash chip so that they're accessible from
CircuitPython. This means you can run a CircuitPython program on your board and have it store data, then run an
Arduino sketch that uses this library to interact with the same data.

Note that before you use the fatfs_circuitpython example you must have loaded CircuitPython on your board. Load
the latest version of CircuitPython as explained in this guide first to ensure a CircuitPython filesystem is initialized and
written to the flash chip. Once you've loaded CircuitPython then you can run the fatfs_circuitpython example sketch.

To run the sketch load it in the Arduino IDE and upload it to the Feather MO board. Then open the serial monitor at
115200 baud. You should see the serial monitor display messages as it attempts to read files and write to a file on the
flash chip. Specifically the example will look for a boot.py and main.py file (like what CircuitPython runs when it starts)
and print out their contents. Then it will add a line to the end of a data.txt file on the board (creating it if it doesn't exist
already). After running the sketch you can reload CircuitPython on the board and open the data.txt file to read it from
CircuitPython!

To understand how to read & write files that are compatible with CircuitPython let's examine the sketch code. First
notice an instance of the Adafruit_MO_Express_CircuitPython class is created and passed an instance of the flash
chip class in the last line below:
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#define FLASH SS SS1 // Flash chip SS pin.
#define FLASH_SPI_PORT SPI1 // What SPI port is Flash on?

Adafruit SPIFlash flash(FLASH SS, &FLASH SPI PORT); // Use hardware SPI

// Alternatively you can define and use non-SPI pins!
//Adafruit SPIFlash flash(SCK1, MIS01l, MOSI1, FLASH SS);

// Finally create an Adafruit MO Express CircuitPython object which gives

// an SD card-like interface to interacting with files stored in CircuitPython's
// flash filesystem.

Adafruit MO Express CircuitPython pythonfs(flash);

By using this Adafruit_MO_Express_CircuitPython class you'll get a filesystem object that is compatible with reading
and writing files on a CircuitPython-formatted flash chip. This is very important for interoperability between
CircuitPython and Arduino as CircuitPython has specialized partitioning and flash memory layout that isn't compatible
with simpler uses of the library (shown in the other examples).

Once an instance of the Adafruit_MO_Express_CircuitPython class is created (called pythonfs in this sketch) you can
go on to interact with it just like if it were the SD card library in Arduino. You can open files for reading & writing, create
directories, delete files and directories and more. Here's how the sketch checks if a boot.py file exists and prints it out
a character at a time:

// Check if a boot.py exists and print it out.
if (pythonfs.exists("boot.py")) {
File bootPy = pythonfs.open("boot.py", FILE READ);
Serial.println("Printing boot.py...");
while (bootPy.available()) {
char ¢ = bootPy.read();
Serial.print(c);
b

Serial.println();
}
else {

Serial.println("No boot.py found...");
}

Notice the exists function is called to check if the boot.py file is found, and then the open function is used to open it in
read mode. Once a file is opened you'll get a reference to a File class object which you can read and write from as if it
were a Serial device (again just like the SD card library, all of the same File class functions are available). In this case
the available function will return the number of bytes left to read in the file, and the read function will read a character
at a time to print it to the serial monitor.

Writing a file is just as easy, here's how the sketch writes to data.txt:
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// Create or append to a data.txt file and add a new line
// to the end of it. CircuitPython code can later open and
// see this file too!
File data = pythonfs.open("data.txt", FILE WRITE);
if (data) {
// Write a new line to the file:
data.println("Hello CircuitPython from Arduino!");
data.close();
// See the other fatfs examples like fatfs full usage and fatfs datalogging
// for more examples of interacting with files.
Serial.println("Wrote a new line to the end of data.txt!");
}
else {
Serial.println("Error, failed to open data file for writing!");
}

Again the open function is used but this time it's told to open the file for writing. In this mode the file will be opened for
appending (i.e. data added to the end of it) if it exists, or it will be created if it doesn't exist. Once the file is open print
functions like print and println can be used to write data to the file (just like writing to the serial monitor). Be sure to
close the file when finished writing!

That's all there is to basic file reading and writing. Check out the fatfs_full_usage example for examples of even more
functions like creating directories, deleting files & directories, checking the size of files, and more! Remember though
to interact with CircuitPython files you need to use the Adafruit_Feather_MO_CircuitPython class as shown in the
fatfs_circuitpython example above!

Format Flash Memory

The fatfs_format example will format the SPI flash with a new blank filesystem. Be warned this sketch will delete all
data on the flash memory, including any Python code or other data you might have stored! The format sketch is
useful if you'd like to wipe everything away and start fresh, or to help get back in a good state if the memory should
get corrupted for some reason.

Be aware too the fatfs_format and examples below are not compatible with a CircuitPython-formatted flash chip! If
you need to share data between Arduino & CircuitPython check out the fatfs_circuitpython example above.

To run the format sketch load it in the Arduino IDE and upload it to the Feather MO board. Then open the serial
monitor at 115200 baud. You should see the serial monitor display a message asking you to confirm formatting the
flash. If you don't see this message then close the serial monitor, press the board's reset button, and open the serial
monitor again.
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Type OK and press enter in the serial monitor input to confirm that you'd like to format the flash memory. You need to
enter OK in all capital letters!

Once confirmed the sketch will format the flash memory. The format process takes about a minute so be patient as the
data is erased and formatted. You should see a message printed once the format process is complete. At this point
the flash chip will be ready to use with a brand new empty filesystem.

Datalogging Example

One handy use of the SPI flash is to store data, like datalogging sensor readings. The fatfs_datalogging example
shows basic file writing/datalogging. Open the example in the Arduino IDE and upload it to your Feather MO board.
Then open the serial monitor at 115200 baud. You should see a message printed every minute as the sketch writes a
new line of data to a file on the flash filesystem.

To understand how to write to a file look in the loop function of the sketch:

// Open the datalogging file for writing. The FILE WRITE mode will open
// the file for appending, i.e. it will add new data to the end of the file.
File dataFile = fatfs.open(FILE NAME, FILE WRITE);
// Check that the file opened successfully and write a line to it.
if (dataFile) {
// Take a new data reading from a sensor, etc. For this example just
// make up a random number.
int reading = random(0,100);
// Write a line to the file. You can use all the same print functions
// as if you're writing to the serial monitor. For example to write
// two CSV (commas separated) values:
dataFile.print("Sensor #1");
dataFile.print(",");
dataFile.print(reading, DEC);
dataFile.println();
// Finally close the file when done writing. This is smart to do to make
// sure all the data is written to the file.
dataFile.close();
Serial.println("Wrote new measurement to data file!");
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Just like using the Arduino SD card library you create a File object by calling an open function and pointing it at the
name of the file and how you'd like to open it (FILE_WRITE mode, i.e. writing new data to the end of the file). Notice
however instead of calling open on a global SD card object you're calling it on a fatfs object created earlier in the
sketch (look at the top after the #define configuration values).

Once the file is opened it's simply a matter of calling print and printin functions on the file object to write data inside of
it. This is just like writing data to the serial monitor and you can print out text, numeric, and other types of data. Be
sure to close the file when you're done writing to ensure the data is stored correctly!

Reading and Printing Files

The fatfs_print_file example will open a file (by default the data.csv file created by running the fatfs_datalogging
example above) and print all of its contents to the serial monitor. Open the fatfs_print_file example and load it on your
Feather MO board, then open the serial monitor at 115200 baud. You should see the sketch print out the contents of
data.csv (if you don't have a file called data.csv on the flash look at running the datalogging example above first).

To understand how to read data from a file look in the setup function of the sketch:

// Open the file for reading and check that it was successfully opened.
// The FILE READ mode will open the file for reading.
File dataFile = fatfs.open(FILE NAME, FILE READ);
if (dataFile) {
// File was opened, now print out data character by character until at the
// end of the file.
Serial.println("Opened file, printing contents below:");
while (dataFile.available()) {
// Use the read function to read the next character.
// You can alternatively use other functions like readUntil, readString, etc.
// See the fatfs full usage example for more details.
char c = dataFile.read();
Serial.print(c);

Just like when writing data with the datalogging example you create a File object by calling the open function on a
fatfs object. This time however you pass a file mode of FILE_READ which tells the filesystem you want to read data.

After you open a file for reading you can easily check if data is available by calling the available function on the file,
and then read a single character with the read function. This makes it easy to loop through all of the data in a file by
checking if it's available and reading a character at a time. However there are more advanced read functions you can
use too--see the fatfs_full_usage example or even the Arduino SD library documentation (the SPI flash library
implements the same functions).

Full Usage Example

For a more complete demonstration of reading and writing files look at thefatfs_full_usage example. This examples
uses every function in the library and demonstrates things like checking for the existence of a file, creating directories,
deleting files, deleting directories, and more.

Remember the SPI flash library is built to have the same functions and interface as the Arduino SD library so if you
have code or examples that store data on a SD card they should be easy to adapt to use the SPI flash library, just
create a fatfs object like in the examples above and use its open function instead of the global SD object's open
function. Once you have a reference to a file all of the functions and usage should be the same between the SPI flash
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and SD libraries!

Accessing SPI Flash

Arduino doesn't have the ability to show up as a 'mass storage' disk drive. So instead we must use CircuitPython to do
that part for us. Here's the full technique:

e Start the bootloader on the Express board. Drag over the latest circuitpython uf2 file

e After a moment, you should see a CIRCUITPY drive appear on your hard drive with boot_out.txt on it

e Now go to Arduino and upload the fatfs_circuitpython example sketch from the Adafruit SPI library. Open the
serial console. It will successfully mount the filesystem and write a new line to data.txt

-
COMT (Adafruit Feather MO Express)

Adafruit M0 Express CircuitPython Flash Example -
Flash chip JEDEC ID: 0Ox1401501

Mounted filesystem!

Ho boot.py found...

No main.py found...

Wrote a new line to the end of data.txt!
Finished!

m

-

Mo line ending - | [115200baud | Clear output

Autoscroll

e Back on your computer, re-start the Express board bootloader, and re-drag circuitpython.uf2 onto the BOOT
drive to reinstall circuitpython
® Check the CIRCUITPY drive, you should now see data.txt which you can open to read!

-
X data.xt - XEmacs P — E@g
Eile Edit VYiew Cmds Teols Options Buffers Help

ABn - *
D H &<k B8 %=1
Qpen Dired Saue Print cut Copy Paste Undo Spell | Replace tilail Info
data.txt I Copy region
Hello CircuitPython from Arduino! ;I
|
[ ]
1
-
Raw:T——---—- XEmacs: data.txt (Text PenDel)----L2--A1
h - e -

Once you have your Arduino sketch working well, for datalogging, you can simplify this procedure by dragging
CURRENT.UF2 off of the BOOT drive to make a backup of the current program before loading circuitpython on. Then
once you've accessed the file you want, re-drag CURRENT.UF2 back onto the BOOT drive to re-install the Arduino
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sketch!
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Metro MO HELP!

My Metro MO stopped working when | unplugged the USB!
A lot of our example sketches have a

while (!Serial);

line in setup(), to keep the board waiting until the USB is opened. This makes it a lot easier to debug a program
because you get to see all the USB data output. If you want to run your Metro MO without USB connectivity, delete
or comment out that line

My Metro never shows up as a COM or Serial port in the Arduino IDE
A vast number of Metro 'failures' are due to charge-only USB cables

We get upwards of 5 complaints a day that turn out to be due to charge-only cables!
Use only a cable that you know is for data syncing

If you have any charge-only cables, cut them in half throw them out. We are serious! They tend to be low quality in
general, and will only confuse you and others later, just get a good data+charge USB cable

Ack! 1 "did something" and now when | plug in the Metro, it doesn't show up as a device anymore so | cant upload
to it or fix it...

No problem! You can 'repair' a bad code upload easily. Note that this can happen if you set a watchdog timer or
sleep mode that stops USB, or any sketch that 'crashes' your Metro

Turn on verbose upload in the Arduino IDE preferences

Plug in Metro MO, it won't show up as a COM/serial port that's ok

Open up the Blink example (Examples->Basics->Blink)

Select the correct board in the Tools menu, e.g. Metro MO (check your board to make sure you have the right

one selected!)

Compile it (make sure that works)

Click Upload to attempt to upload the code

7. The IDE will print out a bunch of COM Ports as it tries to upload. During this time, double-click the reset
button, you'll see the red pulsing LED and the NeoPixel will be green that tells you its now in bootloading
mode

8. The Metro will show up as the Bootloader COM/Serial port

9. The IDE should see the bootloader COM/Serial port and upload properly

> wWwnN

o o

| can't get the Metro USB device to show up - | get "USB Device Malfunctioning" errors!
This seems to happen when people select the wrong board from the Arduino Boards menu.

If you have a Metro MO (look on the board to read what it is you have) Make sure you select Metro MO - do not use
Feather MO or Arduino Zero

I'm having problems with COM ports and my Metro MO
Theres two COM ports you can have with the MO, one is the user port and one is the bootloader port. They are not
the same COM port number!

When you upload a new user program it will come up with a user com port, particularly if you use Serial in your user
program.
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If you crash your user program, or have a program that halts or otherwise fails, the user com port can disappear.

When the user COM port disappears, Arduino will not be able to automatically start the bootloader and upload
new software.

So you will need to help it by performing the click-during upload procedure to re-start the bootloader, and upload
something that is known working like "Blink"

I don't understand why the COM port disappears, this does not happen on my Arduino UNO!

UNO-type Arduinos have a seperate serial port chip (aka "FTDI chip" or "Prolific PL2303" etc etc) which handles all
serial port capability seperately than the main chip. This way if the main chip fails, you can always use the COM port.

MO and 32u4-based Arduinos do not have a seperate chip, instead the main processor performs this task for you. It
allows for a lower cost, higher power setup...but requires a little more effort since you will need to 'kick' into the
bootloader manually once in a while

I'm trying to upload to my 32u4, getting "avrdude: butterfly_recv(): programmer is not responding" errors
This is likely because the bootloader is not kicking in and you are accidentally trying to upload to the wrong COM
port

The best solution is what is detailed above: manually upload Blink or a similar working sketch by hand by manually
launching the bootloader

I'm trying to upload to my Metro MO, and | get this error "Connecting to programmer: .avrdude: butterfly_recv():
programmer is not responding"

You probably don't have Metro MO selected in the boards drop-down. Make sure you selected Metro MO.

I'm trying to upload to my Metro and i get this error "avrdude: ser_recv(): programmer is not responding"
You probably don't have Metro MO selected in the boards drop-down. Make sure you selected Metro MO
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CircuitPython Setup

CIICU

L

CircuitPython is a derivative of MicroPython designed to simplify experimentation and education on low-cost
microcontrollers. It makes it easier than ever to get prototyping by requiring no upfront desktop software downloads.
Simply download CircuitPython and drag it onto the drive that appears (only available on Express boards currently).
Once installed, simply copy and edit files on the drive to iterate.

Downloading

The latest builds of CircuitPython are available from the GitHub release page. Binaries for different boards are listed
under the Downloads section. Pick the one that matches your board such as
adafruit-circuitpython-feather m0@ _express-0.9.3.bin for the Feather MO Express or
adafruit-circuitpython-metro m0 express-0.9.3.bin for the Metro MO Express.

Files that end with .bin can be flashed with esptool.py or bossac . Files endingin .uf2 can be flashed onto a
virtual drive when in bootloader mode.

Click here to see the latest CircuitPython

Releases

https://adafru.it/vIF

You will see a list of all available flavors of CircuitPython. Since we support a lot of different hardware, we have a long
list of available downloads!

Downloads

@ adafruit-circuitpython-arduino_zero-0.9.3.bin 184 KB
3 adafruit-circuitpython-feather_huzzah-0.9.3.bin 574 KB
@ adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_adalogger-0.9.3.bin 184 KB
T adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_basic-0.9.3.bin 184 KB
- i) g -

- adafruit- circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.bin 211 KB
@ adafruit-cire uitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.uf2 423 KB

o :
“) Source code (zip)

=
=) Source code (tar.gz)

See below for which file to download!
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Flashing

Flashing is the process of updating the CircuitPython core. It isn't needed for updating your own code. There are two
available methods: UF2 and bossac UF2 flashing is only available on Express boards, they have a UF2-capable beta
bootloader. Flashing via bossac is possible with both the Express bootloader and the original "Arduino" one. We
recommend using UF2 if you can. If UF2 fails, or is not available, try bossac.

Regardless of what method you use, you must first get the board into the bootloader mode. This is done by double
clicking the reset button. The board is in bootloader mode when the red led fades in and out. Boards with the status
neopixel will also show USB status while the red led fades. Green means USB worked while red means the board
couldn't talk to the computer. The first step to troubleshooting a red neopixel is trying a different USB cable to make
sure its not a charge-only cable.

Flashing UF2

Adafruit Express boards come with a new beta bootloader called UF2 that makes flashing CircuitPython even easier
than before. This beta bootloader allows you to drag so-called ".uf2" type files onto the BOOT drive. For more
information, check out our UF2 bootloader page.

Start by double-clicking the reset button while it is plugged into your computer. You should see a new disk drive 'pop
up' called METROBOOT or FEATHERBOOT or similar, and the NeoPixel on your board glow green.

The drive will contain a few files. If you want to make a 'backup' of the current firmware on the device, drag-off and
save the CURRENT.UF2 file. Other than that, you can ignore the index.htm and info_uf2.txt files. They cannot be
deleted and are only for informational purposes.

Next up, find the Feather MO Express UF2 or Metro MO Express UF2 file in the github downloads list:

Downloads

- adafruit-circuitpython-arduino_zero-0.9.7.bin

* adafruit-circuitpython-feather_huzzah-0.9.7.bin

1 adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0O_adalogger-0.9.7.bin
* adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_basic-0.9.7.bin

* adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.7.bin

1 adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0O_express-0.9.7.uf2 I

- adafruit-circuitpython-metro_m0_express-0.9.7.bin

- adafruit-circuitpython-metro_m0_express-0.9.7.uf2

Click to download and save the file onto your Desktop or somewhere else you can find it
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-
Opening adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.uf2 g

You have chosen to open:
u adafruit-circuitpython-feather_ m0_express-0.9.3.uf2
which is: uf2 File (423 KB)

from: https://github-cloud.s3.amazonaws.com

What should Firefox do with this file?

| () Open with Browse...

@ : Save File

[] De this autornatically for files like this from now on.

Then drag the uf2 file into the BOOT drive

am * Computer » FEATHERBOOT (E:)

SR

Organize »  Sharewith New folder =~ 0 @

8 videos “  MName B Date modified Type

yp
& || CURRENT.UF2 UF2 File
o & INDEX.HTM Firefox HT
| INFO_UF2TXT TXTFil

1% Computer = G g =

& Local Disk (C3) |

am FEATHERBOOT (E) [+ Copy to FEATHERBOOT (E:) | l

m

€ Network et

3 items

- "

p
= Copying 1 item (422 KB)

Copying 1 item (422 K

from Desktop (C:\Users\ladyada'\Desktop) to FEATHERBOOT (E:)
Dizcovered 1 item (422 KB)...

-_— J
(%) More details
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Hame Sin
AirDrop adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.uf2

A < bossac-1.7.0
¥ Applications

bossac-1.7.0-i386-apple-darwin15.6.0.tar.gz

Desktop + berlin-boarding.pdf

B Documents s boarding-pass(1).pdi
Bl IMG_1968.JPG
O Downloads — i
repos B IMG_1877.0PG
£} tannewt & IMG_1978.JPG
W IMG_1979.)PG
W IMG_1980.UPG
Shallan W IMG_1981.JPG
: B MG 1984.0PG
Macintosh HD B MG 1986.0PG
ESPOpenSDK M IMG_1887.JPG
FEATHERBOCT # IMG_1988.UPG
B MG 1989.0PG
B 1MG_1990.JPG

« boarding-pass.pdf

' lib.zip

= IMG_1880.JPG

B IMG_D007.JPG

Wi circuitplayground(1).py

= Macintosh HD » Users » tannev »

Once the full file has been received, the board will automatically restart into CircuitPython. Your computer may warn
about ejecting the drive early, if it does, simply ignore it because the board made sure the file was received ok.

Flashing with BOSSAC
This method is only recommended if you can't use UF2 for some reason!

To flash with bossac (BOSSA's command line tool) first download the latest version from here. The mingw32 version
is for Windows, apple-darwin for Mac OSX and various linux options for Linux. Once downloaded, extract the files
from the zip and open the command line to the directory with bossac .

bossac -e -w -v -R ~/Downloads/adafruit-circuitpython-feather m0 express-0.9.3.bin
This will e rase the chip, write the given file, v erify the write and R eset the board. After reset, CircuitPython should

be running. Express boards may cause a warning of an early eject of a USB drive but just ignore it. Nothing important
was being written to the drive.

/Downloads/z

done in

tes of flash with chec
ul
seconds

it ~/Downloads/bossac-1.7.8 %
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After flashing

After a successful flash by bossac or UF2 you should see a CIRCUITPY drive appear.

Devices
[ Shallan
] Macintash HD
L) espOpensDK
L] circuITpy

13
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8 Downloads
= m W (fv |
Hame

adafruit-circuitpython-feather_m0_express-0.9.3.uf2

» [ bossac-1.7.0

! bossac-1.7.0-1386-apple-darwin15.6.0.tar. gz

& berlin-boarding.pdf

& boarding-pass{1).pdf

B IMG_1968.1PG

B MG 1e71LIPG

B IMG1977.JPG

& IMG_1978.JPG

MG _1979.0PG

B MG 1980.JPG

8 IMG_1981.UPG

B MG1984.0PG

B MG 1086.0PG

M IMG_1987.JPG

P MG 1988.JPG

B MG_1988.UPG

B IMG1890.0PG

& boarding-pass.pdf

' lib.zip

= IMG_1BB0.JPG

B IMG_0007.JPG

& dircuitplayground(1).py

i Macintosh HD » B8 Users » < tanne: » B8 Downloads »

Sin
433 KE

B4 KE
297 KE
273 KE
1.8 ME
2.2 ME
2 ME
2 ME
1.9 ME
2 ME
1.6 ME
2.1 ME
2.2 ME
1.4 ME
1.9 ME
2.1 ME
1.7 ME
307 KE
Zero byte:
2.1 ME
3.0 ME
4 KE
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Welcome to the Community!

CircuitPython is a programming language that's super simple to get started with and great for learning. It runs on
microcontrollers and works out of the box. You can plug it in and get started with any text editor. The best part?
CircuitPython comes with an amazing, supportive community.

Everyone is welcome! CircuitPython is Open Source. This means it's available for anyone to use, edit, copy and
improve upon. This also means CircuitPython becomes better because of you being a part of it. It doesn't matter

whether this is your first microcontroller board or you're a computer engineer, you have something important to offer
the Adafruit CircuitPython community. We're going to highlight some of the many ways you can be a part of it!

Adafruit Discord

il torons.

The Adafruit Discord server is the best place to start. Discord is where the community comes together to volunteer and
provide live support of all kinds. From general discussion to detailed problem solving, and everything in between,
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Discord is a digital maker space with makers from around the world.

There are many different channels so you can choose the one best suited to your needs. Each channel is shown on
Discord as "#channelname". There's the #projecthelp channel for assistance with your current project or help coming
up with ideas for your next one. There's the #showandtell channel for showing off your newest creation. Don't be afraid
to ask a question in any channel! If you're unsure, #general is a great place to start. If another channel is more likely to
provide you with a better answer, someone will guide you.

The CircuitPython channel is where to go with your CircuitPython questions. #circuitpython is there for new users and
developers alike so feel free to ask a question or post a comment! Everyone of any experience level is welcome to join
in on the conversation. We'd love to hear what you have to say!

The easiest way to contribute to the community is to assist others on Discord. Supporting others doesn't always mean
answering questions. Join in celebrating successes! Celebrate your mistakes! Sometimes just hearing that someone
else has gone through a similar struggle can be enough to keep a maker moving forward.

The Adafruit Discord is the 24x7x365 hackerspace that you can bring your granddaughter to.

Visit https://adafru.it/discord to sign up for Discord. We're looking forward to meeting you!

Adafruit Forums

Farum Index Ba

ADAFRUIT CUSTOMER SUPPORT FORUMS

Thanks far siepping byl These farums are for Adafruil custemers whe neod assistance with their m
purchaies from Adafna® Industries. Our staff can anly ssaisl Adafnil custamars, thank youl

GENERAL FORUMS Topics Pests Last post

= ANHOUNCIMINTS s MEE by
Farum announcements Tha Sep 2, 2017 7:32 am

Moderstors: ncafruit_support bill, sdafruit

The Adafruit Forums are the perfect place for support. Adafruit has wonderful paid support folks to answer any
questions you may have. Whether your hardware is giving you issues or your code doesn't seem to be working, the
forums are always there for you to ask. You need an Adafruit account to post to the forums. You can use the same
account you use to order from Adafruit.

While Discord may provide you with quicker responses than the forums, the forums are a more reliable source of
information. If you want to be certain you're getting an Adafruit-supported answer, the forums are the best place to be.

There are forum categories that cover all kinds of topics, including everything Adafruit. The Adafruit CircuitPython and
MicroPython category under "Supported Products & Projects" is the best place to post your CircuitPython questions.

© Adafruit Industries https://learn.adafruit.com/adafruit-metro-m0-express-designed-for-circuitpython Page 53 of 81


https://adafru.it/discord
https://forums.adafruit.com
https://forums.adafruit.com/viewforum.php?f=60

Forum Index > Supported Products & Projects > Adefruit ClrcultPython and MicroPython B &User Sett
Adafruit CircuitPython and MicroPython

Modaratomn: sdafruit_support_blil, sdafruit

Foram mules
Adafrult MicroPython s curmently EXPERIMENTAL and BETA - Picase wisit https Nearn adafnan nfcategorgm oython amd httpclf N oyt 3 Ini addition to
our section herel

Please be pesitive and constructive with your guestions and commaenis.

AHMOUNCEMENTS Replies. Wiews Lt post

i CIRCUITPYTHON 2.1.0 RELEASED! 1 m by danhalbert .

by danhsibert » Wed Oct 18, 2017 12:47 am Fri Dt 20, 2017 243 am

Be sure to include the steps you took to get to where you are. If it involves wiring, post a picture! If your code is giving
you trouble, include your code in your post! These are great ways to make sure that there's enough information to
help you with your issue.

You might think you're just getting started, but you definitely know something that someone else doesn't. The great
thing about the forums is that you can help others too! Everyone is welcome and encouraged to provide constructive
feedback to any of the posted questions. This is an excellent way to contribute to the community and share your
knowledge!

Adafruit Github

0 This repository Pull requests Issues Marketplace Explore

¥ adafruit / circuitpython @ Urwatech= 69 WrUnstaer 256 Yhork 1,357

Toried from micropythonimicropython

43 Code Issues 73 Pull requests & Ingights

CircuitPytheon - a Python implementation for teaching coding with micrecontrollers

circuitpyihon

0 9,858 commits ' 32 branches 73 releases 11 208 contributors
L

Whether you're just beginning or are life-long programmer who would like to contribute, there are ways for everyone
to be a part of building CircuitPython. GitHub is the best source of ways to contribute to CircuitPython itself. If you need
an account, visit https://github.com/ and sign up.

If you're new to GitHub or programming in general, there are great opportunities for you. Head over to
adafruit/circuitpython on GitHub, click on "lssues", and you'll find a list that includes issues labeled '"good first issue".
These are things we've identified as something that someone with any level of experience can help with. These issues
include options like updating documentation, providing feedback, and fixing simple bugs.

@ OneWire BusDevice =l
#3138 opened 20 days ago by tannewt Long term

@ Feather MO Adalogger does not have D8 or D7 o7
#323 opened on Oct 13 by ladyada 30

@ Audit and fix native API for methods that accept and ignore extra args. [l ]
W3 opened on Dct 12 by LEAMREWE Long term

Already experienced and looking for a challenge? Checkout the rest of the issues list and you'll find plenty of ways to

contribute. You'll find everything from new driver requests to core module updates. There's plenty of opportunities for
everyone at any level!

© Adafruit Industries https://learn.adafruit.com/adafruit-metro-m0-express-designed-for-circuitpython Page 54 of 81


https://github.com/adafruit/circuitpython
https://github.com/
https://github.com/adafruit/circuitpython
https://github.com/adafruit/circuitpython/issues?page=1&q=is%3Aissue+is%3Aopen
https://github.com/adafruit/circuitpython/issues?q=is%3Aissue+is%3Aopen+label%3A%22good+first+issue%22

When working with CircuitPython, you may find problems. If you find a bug, that's great! We love bugs! Posting a
detailed issue to GitHub is an invaluable way to contribute to improving CircuitPython. Be sure to include the steps to
replicate the issue as well as any other information you think is relevant. The more detail, the better!

Testing new software is easy and incredibly helpful. Simply load the newest version of CircuitPython or a library onto
your CircuitPython hardware, and use it. Let us know about any problems you find by posting a new issue to GitHub.
Software testing on both current and beta releases is a very important part of contributing CircuitPython. We can't
possibly find all the problems ourselves! We need your help to make CircuitPython even better.

On GitHub, you can submit feature requests, provide feedback, report problems and much more. If you have
questions, remember that Discord and the Forums are both there for help!

ReadTheDocs
# Adafruit CircuitPython )
Docs » Core Modubes » awdioie — Support fior audio input and output €3 Edit on GitHub
audioio — Support for audio input and output
& Core Modules The asudisic module contains classes to provide access to audio 10,
Support Matrix
Sorarh
- Libraries
anilagla = Analag hardware *® audioout - Output an analog audio signal
support
e T e All classes change hardware state and should be deinitialized when they are no longer needed if the

Input and cutput digital bus . " Haad
= ten program continues after use. To do 5o, either call eimit() OF USE 3 context manager. See Lifetime

et = Suppoet R s Rk and ContextManagers for more info.

and cutpat

biteangso — Digital protocols
implamanted by ths CPU

© Previous Next @

ReadTheDocs is a an excellent resource for a more in depth look at CircuitPython. This is where you'll find things like
APl documentation and details about core modules. There is also a Design Guide that includes contribution guidelines
for CircuitPython.

RTD gives you access to a low level look at CircuitPython. There are details about each of thecore modules. Each
modaule lists the available libraries. Each module library page lists the available parameters and an explanation for
each. In many cases, you'll find quick code examples to help you understand how the modules and parameters work,
however it won't have detailed explanations like the Learn Guides. If you want help understanding what's going on
behind the scenes in any CircuitPython code you're writing, ReadTheDocs is there to help!

Here is blinky:

import digitalio
from board import =
import time

led = digitalio.DigitalInOut(D13)
led.direction = digitalio.Direction.OUTPUT
while True:

led.value = True

time.sleep(8.1)

led.value = False

time.sleep(d. 1)
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CircuitPython Blinky

Let's get blinky going with CircuitPython to explore the way we can write code and confirm everything is working as
expected.

code.py

After plugging in a board with CircuitPython into your computer a CIRCUITPY drive will appear. At first, the drive may
be empty but you can create and edit files on it just like you would on a USB drive. On here, you can save a code.py
(code.txt and main.py also work) file to run every time the board resets. This is the CircuitPython equivalent of an
Arduino sketch. However, all of the compiling is done on the board itself. A/l you need to do is edit the file.

CIRCUITRY

<
Favorites Name ~  Date Modified Size  Kind
@ Airbrop »

% Applications

[ Desktop

[ Documents

0 Downloads

1 repos

73} tannewt
Devices

[ Shallan

) Macintash HD

L] ESPOpensDK

L) circuiTpy 2

CIRCUITPY

So, fire up your favorite text editor, such as Notepad on Windows, TextEdit on Mac ordownload Atom (my favorite), and
create a new file. In the file copy this:

import digitalio
import board
import time

led = digitalio.DigitalInOut(board.D13)
led.direction = digitalio.Direction.OUTPUT
while True:
led.value = not led.value
time.sleep(0.5)

Now, save the file to the drive as code.py (main.py or code.txt also works). After a brief time, the board's red LED
should begin to flash every second.

Do not click the RESET button after saving your code file! It could cause the computer to not-finish writing

your code to disk. Just wait a few seconds and it should automatically restart the python code for you!

Status LED (Gemma/Trinket/Metro/Feather)
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If you have a Gemma, Trinket, Metro or Feather running CircuitPython, there's a single RGB LED on the board to help
you know what's up. While code.py is running the status neopixel will be solid green. After it is finished, the neopixel
will fade green on success or flash an error code on failure. Red flashes happen when data is written to the drive.

Circuit Playground Express does not have this status LED

Debugging

Did the status LED flash a bunch of colors at you? You may have an error in your code. Don't worry it happens to
everyone. Python code is checked when you run it rather than before like Arduino does when it compiles. To see the
CircuitPython error you'll need to connect to the serial output (like Arduino's serial monitor).

See this guide for detailed instructions.

If you are new to Python try googling the error first, if that doesn't find an answer feel free to drop by the support
forum.

Libraries

Using libraries with CircuitPython is also super easy. Simply drag and drop libraries onto the CIRCUITPY drive or into a
lib folder on the drive to keep it tidy.

Find CircuitPython libraries on GitHub using the topic and through our tutorials.

Make sure the libraries are for CircuitPython and not MicroPython. There are some differences that may cause it to not
work as expected.

More info

Guides and Tutorials
API Reference
Adafruit forum
Libraries
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Connecting to the Serial Console

One of the staples of CircuitPython (and programming in generall) is something called a "print statement". This is a line
you include in your code that causes your code to output text. A print statement in CircuitPython looks like this:

print("Hello, world!")

This line would result in:

Hello, world!

However, these print statements need somewhere to display. That's where the serial console comes in!

The serial console receives output from your CircuitPython board sent over USB and displays it so you can see it. This
is necessary when you've included a print statement in your code and you'd like to see what you printed. It is also
helpful for troubleshooting errors, because your board will send errors and the serial console will print those too.

The serial console requires a terminal program. A terminal is a program that gives you a text-based interface to perform
various tasks.

Are you using Mu?

If so, good news! The serial console is built into Mu and will autodetect your board making using the REPL really really
easy.

Please note that Mu does yet not work with nRF52 or ESP8266-based CircuitPython boards, skip down to the next
section for details on using a terminal program.

.

First, make sure your CircuitPython board is plugged in.
If you are using Windows 7, make sure you installed the
drivers (https://adafru.it/Amd).

Could not find an attached Adafruit CircuitPython
device.

{ . . Python files for Adafruit CircuitPython devices
are stored on the device. Therefore, to edit these
files you need to have the device plugged in. Until
you plug in a device, Mu will use the directory
found here:

IUsers/ladyada/mu_code
...to store your code.

QK
e —

Once in Mu, look for the REPL button in the menu and click it
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file:///welcome-to-circuitpython/installing-circuitpython#windows-7-drivers

eoe@  Mu1.0.0.beta.13 - main.

+)(2) (&) = (@) (@)«

1U5B thé REPL for live coding.
New Load Save | R : m-out  Ther

eee M 10000813 Sodmpy The editor window will split in half.
+ L & = a =1 & ] L) u]
bww el e L LY Fogwin  Paswsat  Thews ek g Gt
[ codepy |
1 impart board A ) .
2 impart digitalic e bottom half is your serial output/input. You can see
. The bottom half is y | output/input. Y

3 dmport time . .

4 text from the CircuitPython board as well as send text to

5 led = @igivalio.Digieallndut (bodrd.013)

B led.direction = digitalio.MHrection.OUTPUT the board.

)

B whils Tree:

L] Led.value = Trus

FITHCHOUCK (WOST TULESTT COLL LASCT
File "code.py”, line 18, in <module>

Heyboardinterrupt:

Auto=ralosd 98 on, Sisply dave Files cwver USE to run thea or enter REPL to disable,

Press any key to enter the BEFL. Use CTAL-D to reload.
soft rebeot

Auto-ralosd 98 on, Sisply save Tiles owver USE te run thes or enter BEPL to disable,
code.py Gutput:

Using Something Else?

If you're not using Mu to edit, are using ESP8266 or nRF52 CircuitPython, or if for some reason you are not a fan of the
built in serial console, you can run the serial console as a separate program.

Windows requires you to download a terminal program, check out this page for more details

Mac and Linux both have one built in, though other options are available for download, check this page for more

details
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Interacting with the Serial Console

Once you've successfully connected to the serial console, it's time to start using it.
The code you wrote earlier has no output to the serial console. So, we're going to edit it to create some output.

Open your code.py file into your editor, and include a print statement. You can print anything you like! Just include
your phrase between the quotation marks inside the parentheses. For example:

import board
import digitalio
import time

led = digitalio.DigitalInOut(board.D13)
led.direction = digitalio.Direction.OUTPUT

while True:
print("Hello, CircuitPython!")

led.value = True
time.sleep(1)
led.value = False

time.sleep(1)

Save your file.

Now, let's go take a look at the window with our connection to the serial console.

Excellent! Our print statement is showing up in our console! Try changing the printed text to something else.

Keep your serial console window where you can see it. Save your file. You'll see what the serial console displays when
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the board reboots. Then you'll see your new change!

The Traceback (most recent call last): is telling you the last thing your board was doing before you saved your file. This is
normal behavior and will happen every time the board resets. This is really handy for troubleshooting. Let's introduce
an error so we can see how it is used.

Delete the e atthe end of True from the line led.value = True so that it says led.value = Tru

Save your file. You will notice that your red LED will stop blinking, and you may have a colored status LED blinking at
you. This is because the code is no longer correct and can no longer run properly. We need to fix it!

Usually when you run into errors, it's not because you introduced them on purpose. You may have 200 lines of code,
and have no idea where your error could be hiding. This is where the serial console can help. Let's take a look!
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b. screen

name 'Tru'

to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

The Traceback (most recent call last): is telling you that the last thing it was able to run was line 10 in your code. The next
line is your error: NameError: name 'Tru' is not defined . This error might not mean a lot to you, but combined with knowing
the issue is on line 10, it gives you a great place to start!

Go back to your code, and take a look at line 10. Obviously, you know what the problem is already. But if you didn't,
you'd want to look at line 10 and see if you could figure it out. If you're still unsure, try googling the error to get some

help. In this case, you know what to look for. You spelled True wrong. Fix the typo and save your file.

5. screen

name 'Tru'

ny key to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

|
soft reboot

Auto-reload is on. Simply save files over USB to run them or enter REPL to disab

Nice job fixing the error! Your serial console is streaming and your red LED Is blinking again.
The serial console will display any output generated by your code. Some sensors, such as a humidity sensor or a
thermistor, receive data and you can use print statements to display that information. You can also use print statements

for troubleshooting. If your code isn't working, and you want to know where it's failing, you can put print statements in
various places to see where it stops printing.

The serial console has many uses, and is an amazing tool overall for learning and programming!
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The REPL

The other feature of the serial connection is the Read-Evaluate-Print-Loop, or REPL. The REPL allows you to enter
individual lines of code and have them run immediately. It's really handy if you're running into trouble with a particular
program and can't figure out why. It's interactive so it's great for testing new ideas.

To use the REPL, you first need to be connected to the serial console. Once that connection has been established,
you'll want to press Ctrl + C.

If there is code running, it will stop and you'll see Press any key to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload. Follow those
instructions, and press any key on your keyboard.

The Traceback (most recent call last): is telling you the last thing your board was doing before you pressed Ctrl + C and
interrupted it. The KeyboardInterrupt is you pressing Ctrl + C. This information can be handy when troubleshooting, but
for now, don't worry about it. Just note that it is expected behavior.

s any key to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

If there is no code running, you will enter the REPL immediately after pressing Ctrl + C. There is no information about
what your board was doing before you interrupted it because there is no code running.

o000

Auto-reload is on. Simply save files over USB to run them or enter REPL to disab

any key to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

Either way, once you press a key you'll see a >>> prompt welcoming you to the REPL!
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2. screen

If you have trouble getting to the >>> prompt, try pressing Ctrl + C a few more times.

The first thing you get from the REPL is information about your board.

This line tells you the version of CircuitPython you're using and when it was released. Next, it gives you the type of
board you're using and the type of microcontroller the board uses. Each part of this may be different for your board
depending on the versions you're working with.

This is followed by the CircuitPython prompt.

From this prompt you can run all sorts of commands and code. The first thing we'll do is run help() . This will tell us
where to start exploring the REPL. To run code in the REPL, type it in next to the REPL prompt.

Type help() next to the prompt in the REPL.

Adafruit CircuitPython 2.1.0 on 2017-10-17; Adafruit Feather MO Express with samd21
18
helpOll

o000

Auto-reload is on. Simply

to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

7-18-17; Adafruit CircuitPlayground Exp

First part of the message is another reference to the version of CircuitPython you're using. Second, a URL for the
CircuitPython related project guides. Then... wait. What's this? To list built-in modules, please do “help("modules")".
Remember the libraries you learned about while going through creating code? That's exactly what this is talking about!
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This is a perfect place to start. Let's take a look!
Type help("modules") into the REPL next to the prompt, and press enter.

en

T; Adafruit Feather MO Expr with sam

cuitpython for proj

o list built-in modules please do ‘help("modules”)”.
help("modules")

neopixel_write
v
0s
gamepad pulseio
ac usb_hid
5 truct

any modules on the fil

This is a list of all the core libraries built into CircuitPython. We discussed how board contains all of the pins on the
board that you can use in your code. From the REPL, you are able to see that list!

Type import board into the REPL and press enter. It'll go to a new prompt. It might look like nothing happened, but
that's not the casel! If you recall, the import statement simply tells the code to expect to do something with that module.
In this case, it's telling the REPL that you plan to do something with that module.

itPython 2.1.0!
learn.adafruit.com/categ ireuitpython for projec
o List built-in modules please do “help("modules")*.

help("modules")
neopixel_write

usb_hid
ct

Next, type dir(board) into the REPL and press enter.
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o000

Please visit learn.adafruit.com/cate c ect guides.

*help("modules

neopixel_write

, IHI'l" I . IHII"I' I . ID:EII . 1 wi I[]‘l 1 , IT::'::I ,
'D11', 'D12', 'D13', 'NEOPIXEL']

This is a list of all of the pins on your board that are available for you to use in your code. Each board's list will differ
slightly depending on the number of pins available. Do you see D13 ? That's the pin you used to blink the red LED!

The REPL can also be used to run code. Be aware that any code you enter into the REPL isn't saved anywhere. If
you're testing something new that you'd like to keep, make sure you have it saved somewhere on your computer as
well!

Every programmer in every programming language starts with a piece of code that says, "Hello, World." We're going to
say hello to something else. Type into the REPL:

print("Hello, CircuitPython!")
Then press enter.

>> print("Hello, CircuitPython!")

Hello, CircuitPython!

That's all there is to running code in the REPL! Nice job!

You can write single lines of code that run stand-alone. You can also write entire programs into the REPL to test them.
As we said though, remember that nothing typed into the REPL is saved.

There's a lot the REPL can do for you. It's great for testing new ideas if you want to see if a few new lines of code will
work. It's fantastic for troubleshooting code by entering it one line at a time and finding out where it fails. It lets you see
what libraries are available and explore those libraries.

Try typing more into the REPL to see what happens!

Returning to the serial console

When you're ready to leave the REPL and return to the serial console, simply press Ctrl + D. This will reload your board
and reenter the serial console. You will restart the program you had running before entering the REPL. In the console
window, you'll see any output from the program you had running. And if your program was affecting anything visual on
the board, you'll see that start up again as well.
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You can return to the REPL at any time!
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CircuitPython Libraries

Each CircuitPython program you run needs to have a lot of information to work. The reason CircuitPython is so simple
to use is that most of that information is stored in other files and works in the background. These files are called
libraries. Some of them are built into CircuitPython. Others are stored on your CIRCUITPY drive in a folder called lib .
Part of what makes CircuitPython so awesome is its ability to store code separately from the firmware itself. Storing
code separately from the firmware makes it easier to update both the code you write and the libraries you depend.

Your board may ship with a lib folder already, its in the base directory of the drive. If not, simply create the folder
yourself.

e e == * Computer » CIRCUITPY (E:) =

Search CIRCUITPY (E:)

. _ C— =
Organize = = Open Share with « Mew folder = = @
[E=] Pictures - — h .
=il Subversion b =
E Videos | i
1@ Homegroup L -~ =
lib Windows 7 Driver boot_out.bd
N w

(M Computer
&, Local Disk (C:)
o CIRCUITPY (E) X

L lib

L Windows 7 Driver |z README et i
“! Metwork
lib Date modified: 7/19/2017 9:13 PM
File folder |

CircuitPython libraries work in the same was as regular Python modules so the Python docs are a great reference for
how it all should work. In Python terms, we can place our library files in the lib directory because its part of the Python
path by default.

One downside of this approach of separate libraries is that they are not built in. To use them, one needs to copy them
to the CIRCUITPY drive before they can be used. Fortunately, we provide a bundle full of our libraries.

Our bundle and releases also feature optimized versions of the libraries with the .mpy file extension. These files take
less space on the drive and have a smaller memory footprint as they are loaded.

Installing the CircuitPython Library Bundle

We're constantly updating and improving our libraries, so we don't (at this time) ship our CircuitPython boards with the
full library bundle. Instead, you can find example code in the guides for your board that depends on external libraries.
Some of these libraries may be available from us at Adafruit, some may be written by community members!

Either way, as you start to explore CircuitPython, you'll want to know how to get libraries on board.

You can grab the latest Adafruit CircuitPython 2.x Bundle release by clicking this button:
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Click for the Latest Adafruit CircuitPython Library

Bundle Release

https://adafru.it/AgR

If you need another version, you can also visit the bundle release page which will let you select exactly what version
you're looking for, as well as information about changes.

Either way, download the version that matches your CircuitPython run-time. For example, if you're running v2.2
download the v2 bundle. If you're running 3.0, download the v3 bundle. There's also a py bundle which contains the
uncompressed python files, you probably don't want that!

After downloading the zip, extract its contents. This is usually done by double clicking on the zip. On Mac OSX, it
places the file in the same directory as the zip.

< = E .

Favorites Mame Siz
(@ AirDrop > M1 .
:A: Applications I adafruit-circuitpython-bundle-1.0.0-rc.2.zip 95 K

& favicon.ico 4K
[E] Desktop adafruit_circuit_python_stacked_lockup_logo_final.ai 1M
[ Documents - adafruit_circuit_python_ouroboras_logo_final.ai 1AM
a adafruil_blinka_angles.ai 1.6 M
° Downlosds a | SOIORTRHNT ndf 14 M

When you open the folder, you'll see a large number of mpy files and folders

~ e W W W W W W W W e - - o
ppData » Local » Temp » adafruit-circuitpython-bundle-21.0-20171217.zip » lib » v | 44 || Seorch lib o
=« O @
Name Type Compressed size Password .. Size Ratic =
1. adafruit_sdslds File folder =
L. adafruit_bus_device File folder
L. adafruit_character_lcd File folder
1. adafruit_circuitplayground File felder
| adafruit_hid File folder
L. adafruit_htl6k33 File folder
. adafruit_max?219 File folder
J. adafrutt_pcaB685 File folder
1. adafruit_register File folder
2 _moafresit eob dicndn: Eiln folcdas —= R
- " | .

Express Boards

If you are using a Feather MO Express, Metro MO Express or Circuit Playground Express (or any other "Express" board)
your CircuitPython board comes with at least 2 MB of Flash storage. This is p/enty of space for all of our library files so
we recommend you just install them all! (If you have a Gemma MO or Trinket MO or other non-Express board, skip
down to the next section)

On Express boards, the lib directory can be copied directly to the CIRCUITPY drive.
Just drag the entire lib folder into the CIRCUITPY drive, and 'replace' any old files if your operating system prompts

you
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Non-Express Boards

If you are using Trinket MO or Gemma MO, you will need to load the libraries individually, due to file space
restrictions. If you are using a non-express board, or you would rather load libraries as you use them, you'll first want to
create a lib folder on your CIRCUITPY drive. Open the drive, right click, choose the option to create a new folder, and
call it lib. Then, open the lib folder you extracted from the downloaded zip. Inside you'll find a number of folders and
.mpy files. Find the library you'd like to use, and copy it to the lib folder on CIRCUITPY.

Example: ImportError Due to Missing Library

If you choose to load libraries as you need them, you may write up code that tries to use a library you haven't yet
loaded. We're going to demonstrate what happens when you try to utilise a library that you don't have loaded on your
board, and cover the steps required to resolve the issue. This demonstration will only return an error if you do not
have the required library loaded into the lib folder on your CIRCUITPY drive.

Let's use a modified version of the blinky example.

import board
import time
import simpleio

led = simpleio.DigitalOut(board.D13)

while True:
led.value
time.sleep
led.value
time.sleep

True
0.5)

False
0.5)

Save this file. Nothing happens to your board. Let's check the serial console to see what's going on.

4. 1in <
: no module named

We have an ImportError . It says there is no module named 'simpleio’ . That's the one we just included in our code!
Click the link above to download the correct bundle. Extract the lib folder from the downloaded bundle file. Scroll

down to find simpleio.mpy . This is the library file we're looking for! Follow the steps above to load an individual library
file.
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The LED starts blinking again! Let's check the serial console.

oy to enter the REPL. Use CTRL-D to reload.

USE to run them or enter REPL to disab

a.py output:

No errors! Excellent. You've successfully resolved an ImportError !

If you run into this error in the future, follow along with the steps above and choose the library that matches the one
you're missing.

Library Install on Non-Express Boards

If you have a Trinket MO or Gemma MO, you'll want to follow the same steps in the example above to install libraries as
you need them. You don't always need to wait for an ImportError as you probably know what library you added to your
code. Simply open the lib folder you downloaded, find the library you need, and drag it to the lib folder on your
CIRCUITPY drive.

For these boards, your internal storage is from the chip itself. So, these boards don't have enough space for all of the
libraries. If you try to copy over the entire lib folder you won't have enough space on your CIRCUITPY drive.

You may end up running out of space on your Trinket MO or Gemma MO even if you only load libraries as you need

them. There are a number of steps you can use to try to resolve this issue. You'll find them in the Troubleshooting page
in the Learn guides for your board.

Updating CircuitPython Libraries
Libraries are updated from time to time, and it's important to update the files you have on your CIRCUITPY drive.

To update a single library, follow the same steps above. When you drag the library file to your lib folder, it will ask if you
want to replace it. Say yes. That's it!

If you'd like to update the entire bundle at once, drag the lib folder to your CIRUCITPY drive. Different operating
systems will have a different dialog pop up. You want to tell it to replace the current folder. Then you're updated and

ready to go!

A new library bundle is released every time there's an update to a library. Updates include things like bug fixes and
new features. It's important to check in every so often to see if the libraries you're using have been updated.
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CircuitPython Built-Ins

CircuitPython comes 'with the kitchen sink' - @ /ot of the things you know and love about classic Python 3 (sometimes
called CPython) already work. There are a few things that don't but we'll try to keep this list updated as we add more
capabilities!

This is not an exhaustive list! It's just some of the many featuers you can use

Things that are Built In and Work

flow control

All the usual if, elif, else, for, while ... work just as expected

math

import math will give you a range of handy mathematical functions

>>> dir(math)
[__name__','e', 'pi', 'sqrt', 'pow', 'exp', 'log', 'cos', 'sin’, 'tan’, 'acos', 'asin', 'atan’, 'atan2', 'ceil', 'copysign', 'fabs', 'floor', 'fmod', 'frexp',
'ldexp’, 'modf', 'isfinite’, 'isinf', 'isnan’, 'trunc', 'radians’, 'degrees']

CircuitPython supports 30-bit wide floating point values so you can use int's and float's whenever you expect

tuples, lists, arrays, and dictionaries

You can organize data in (), [I's, and {}'s including strings, objects, floats, etc

classes/objects and functions

We use objects and functions extensively in our libraries so check out one of our many examples like thisMCP9808
library for class examples

lambdas

Yep! You can create function-functions with lambda just the way you like em:

>>> g = lambda x: x**2
>>> g(8)
64

Things to watch out for!

® The wide body of python libraries have not been ported over, so while we wish you could import numpy , numpy
isn't available. So you may have to port some code over yourself!

e For the ATSAMD21 based boards (Feather MO, Metro MO, Trinket MO, Gemma MO, Circuit PlayGround Express)
there's a limited amount of RAM, we've found you can have about 250-ish lines of python (that's with various
libraries) before you hit MemoryErrors. The upcoming SAMD51 chipset will help with that a ton but its not yet
available)

® Non-Express boards like Trinket MO and Gemma MO and non-Express Feathers do not include all of the
hardware support. For example, audioio and bitbangio are not included.

® |ntegers can only be up to 31 bits. Integers of unlimited size are not supported.
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o We keep up with MicroPython stable releases, so check out the core 'differences' they document here.
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Troubleshooting

From time to time, you will run into issues when working with CircuitPython. Here are a few things you may encounter
and how to resolve them.

CPLAYBOOT, TRINKETBOOT, FEATHERBOOT, or GEMMABOOT Drive Not
Present

You may have a different board.

Only Adafruit Express boards and the Trinket MO and Gemma MO boards ship with the UF2 bootloader installed.
Feather MO Basic, Feather MO Adalogger, and similar boards use a regular Arduino-compatible bootloader, which
does not show a boardnameBOOT drive.

MakeCode

If you are running a MakeCode program on Circuit Playground Express, press the reset button just once to get the
CPLAYBOOT drive to show up. Pressing it twice will not work.

Windows 10

Did you install the Adafruit Windows Drivers package by mistake? You don't need to install this package on Windows
10 for most Adafruit boards. The old version (v1.5) can interfere with recognizing your device. Go to Settings -> Apps
and uninstall all the "Adafruit" driver programs.

Windows 7

The latest version of the Adafruit Windows Drivers (version 2.0.0.0 or later) will fix the missing boardnameBOOT drive
problem on Windows 7. To resolve this, first uninstall the old versions of the drivers:

e Unplug any boards. In Uninstall or Change a Program (Control Panel->Programs->Uninstall a program), uninstall
everything named "Windows Driver Package - Adafruit Industries LLC ...".

% * Cortrel Panel » Pregrams » Progeams amd Features w | 43 [l Search Progroey and Features -]
Control Panel Home .
Uninstall or change a program
View installed updates To unietall & program, select it from the list and them click Uninstall, Change, or Repae.
B Turn Windows festures on ar
e Organize = = - @
Hame Publisher Inatalled On  Size Version &
T Windows Driver Package - Adafnst Industries LLC (usbser) .. Adsfruit ndustrees LLC 91827 11/15/2007 5.1.2600.0 E
B Windows Driver Package - BeushK (ibunbi) libuskk device... Ebubk 918207 12017004 3070
= Windows Driver Package - FTDI CDM Driver Package - VCP.. FTDI 9M82017 OL/2272006 21204
M Windcred Driver Package - FTDH DM Driver Packige - Bus..  FTOI naa2mT 0172172016 2.11.04
9 Windows Driver Package - Adafnst Industries LLC (ushser) ... Adafruit Industres LLE 97182017 111572007 5.1 26000
W Windows Driver Package - Adafnat Industries LLC (wibser) .. Adabruit Inchuytrees LLT anaraT VL5007 5.0 26000
9L Windows Driver Package - Sdafnst Industries LLC fushser) .. Adafruit Industrees LLC 9/182017 111572007 5.1. 26000
ﬂ“i reiclt Vidual Co o 2005 Reditnbutable [£4) - 14024215 Miciciolt Corporatnn ansamT ZAME 140242131
Ml Wiresharie 241 64-bia The Wireshark developer comm... 971572007 IGOME 24l .
==  Currently installed programs Total size 1,06 GB
h L 2 programs installed

® Now install the new 2.0.0.0 (or higher) Adafruit Windows Drivers Package:

Download Latest Drivers
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e When running the installer, you'll be shown a list of drivers to choose from. You can check and uncheck the
boxes to choose which drivers to install.

o e e o]

Check the board drivers below that you would like to install. Click install to
start the installation.

Select board drivers to install: Feather 32u4, Feather M0, Feather MO Ex
Feather WICED
Trinket / Pro Trinket / Gemma (USBtnyISP)
] Arduine Gemma
] Feather HUZZAH ESP8266 (SiLabs CP210x]
[ Metro 328 / Metro Mini 328 (FTDI YCP and

3

Cancel | Mullsoft Tnskall System w3, 02,1 < Back | Install I

You should now be done! Test by unplugging and replugging the board. You should see the CIRCUITPY drive, and
when you double-click the reset button (single click on Circuit Playground Express running MakeCode), you should see
the appropriate boardnameBOOT drive.

Let us know in the Adafruit support forums or on the Adafruit Discord if this does not work for you!
CircuitPython RGB Status Light

The Feather MO Express, Metro MO Express, Gemma MO, and Trinket MO all have a single NeoPixel or DotStar RGB
LED on the board that indicates the status of CircuitPython. Here's what the colors and blinking mean:

steady GREEN: code.py (or code.txt, main.py, or main.txt) is running
pulsing GREEN: code.py (etc.) has finished or does not exist
YELLOW: Circuit Python is in safe mode: it crashed and restarted
WHITE: REPL is running

BLUE: Circuit Python is starting up

Colors with multiple flashes following indicate a Python exception and then indicate the line number of the error. The
color of the first flash indicates the type of error:

GREEN: IndentationError
CYAN: SyntaxError
WHITE: NameError
ORANGE: OSError
PURPLE: ValueError
YELLOW: other error

These are followed by flashes indicating the line number, including place value. WHITE flashes are thousands' place,
BLUE are hundreds' place, YELLOW are tens' place, and CYAN are one's place. So for example, an error on line 32
would flash YELLOW three times and then CYAN two times. Zeroes are indicated by an extra-long dark gap.
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CIRCUITPY Drive Issues

You may find that you can no longer save files to your CIRCUITPY drive. You may find that your CIRCUITPY stops
showing up in your file explorer, or shows up as NO_NAME . These are indicators that your filesystem has become
corrupted.

This happens most often when the CIRCUITPY disk is not safely ejected before being reset by the button or being
disconnected from USB. It can happen on Windows, Mac or Linux.

In this situation, the board must be completely erased and CircuitPython must be reloaded onto the board.

You WILL lose everything on the board when you complete the following steps. If possible, make a copy of

your code before continuing.

For the Circuit Playground Express, Feather MO Express, and Metro MO Express:

1. Download the correct erase file:

Circuit Playground Express

https://adafru.it/Adl

Feather MO Express

https://adafru.it/AdJ

Metro MO Express

https://adafru.it/AdK

Double-click the reset button on the board to bring up the boardnameBOOT drive.

Drag the erase .uf2 file to the boardnameBOOT drive.

The onboard NeoPixel will turn blue, indicating the erase has started.

After approximately 15 seconds, the NeoPixel will start flashing green.

Double-click the reset button on the board to bring up the boardnameBOOT drive.

Drag the appropriate latest release of CircuitPython .uf2 file to the boardnameBOOT drive.

No gahswdN

It should reboot automatically and you should see CIRCUITPY in your file explorer again.
If the LED flashes red during step 5, it means the erase has failed. Repeat the steps starting with 2.

If you haven't already downloaded the latest release of CircuitPython for your board, you can find it here.

For the Gemma MO, Trinket MO, Feather MO: Basic (Proto) and Feather Adalogger:

1. Download the erase file:

Gemma MO, Trinket MO, Feather MO Basic,

Feather Adalogger
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2. Double-click the reset button on the board to bring up the boardnameBOOT drive.

3. Drag the erase .uf2 file to the boardnameBOOT drive.

4. The boot LED will start flashing again, and the boardnameBOOT drive will reappear.

5. Drag the appropriate latest release CircuitPython .uf2 file to the boardnameBOOT drive.

It should reboot automatically and you should see CIRCUITPY in your file explorer again.

If you haven't already downloaded the latest version of CircuitPython for your board, you can find ithere.
Running Out of File Space on Non-Express Boards

The file system on the board is very tiny. (Smaller than an ancient floppy disk.) So, its likely you'll run out of space but
don't panic! There are a couple ways to free up space.

The board ships with the Windows 7 serial driver too! Feel free to delete that if you don't need it or have already
installed it. Its “12KiB or so.

Delete something!

The simplest way of freeing up space is to delete files from the drive. Perhaps there are libraries in the lib folder that
you aren't using anymore or test code that isn't in use.

Use tabs

One unique feature of Python is that the indentation of code matters. Usually the recommendation is to indent code
with four spaces for every indent. In general, we recommend that too. However, one trick to storing more human-
readable code is to use a single tab character for indentation. This approach uses 1/4 of the space for indentation and
can be significant when we're counting bytes.

Mac OSX loves to add extra files.

Not enough disk space to copy
"adafruit_si7021.mpy"

o Additional 3 KB of disk space is required to copy this
file. You can manage disk space by removing items
from the Storage section of About This Mac.

Cancel Manage Disk Space

Luckily you can disable some of the extra hidden files that Mac OSX adds by running a few commands to disable
search indexing and create zero byte placeholders. Follow the steps below to maximize the amount of space available
on OSX:

Prevent & Remove Mac OSX Hidden Files

First find the volume name for your board. With the board plugged in run this command in a terminal to list all the
volumes:
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1s -1 /Volumes

Look for a volume with a name like CIRCUITPY (the default for CircuitPython). The full path to the volume is
the /Volumes/CIRCUITPY path.

Now follow the steps from this question to run these terminal commands that stop hidden files from being created on
the board:

mdutil -i off /Volumes/CIRCUITPY

cd /Volumes/CIRCUITPY

rm -rf .{, .}{fseventsd,Spotlight-V*,Trashes}

mkdir .fseventsd

touch .fseventsd/no log .metadata never index .Trashes
cd -

Replace /Volumes/CIRCUITPY in the commands above with the full path to your board's volume if it's different. At this
point all the hidden files should be cleared from the board and some hidden files will be prevented from being created.

However there are still some cases where hidden files will be created by Mac OSX. In particular if you copy a file that

was downloaded from the internet it will have special metadata that Mac OSX stores as a hidden file. Luckily you can
run a copy command from the terminal to copy files without this hidden metadata file. See the steps below.

Copy Files on Mac OSX Without Creating Hidden Files

Once you've disabled and removed hidden files with the above commands on Mac OSX you need to be careful to
copy files to the board with a special command that prevents future hidden files from being created. Unfortunately
you cannot use drag and drop copy in Finder because it will still create these hidden extended attribute files in some
cases (for files downloaded from the internet, like Adafruit's modules).

To copy a file or folder use the -X option for the cp command in a terminal. For example to copy afoo.mpy file to the
board use a command like:

cp -X foo.mpy /Volumes/CIRCUITPY

Or to copy a folder and all of its child files/folders use a command like:

cp -rX folder to copy /Volumes/CIRCUITPY

Other Mac OSX Space-Saving Tips

If you'd like to see the amount of space used on the drive and manually delete hidden files here's how to do so. First
list the amount of space used on the CIRCUITPY drive with the df command:
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bas! & X1 bash ®2 a5k ® X3
(venv) tannewtd /Volumes $ df -h fVolumes!CIRCUITPYf
Filesystem Size Used Avail Capacity iused ifree %iused Mounted on
/dev/disk3sl 59Ki 54Ki 5.5Ki 91% 128 8 100% /Volumes/C
IRCUITPY
(venv) tannewtd /Volumes $§ 1s -a CIRCUITPY/
a/ ._.Trashes# boot_out.txt*

._original_code.py* code.py*

TemporaryI tems/M. fseventsdlf Libl

.Trashesfj README . txt* original_code.py*

S T T St AR EU W i ndows 7 Drivery
(venv) tannewtd /Volumes §$ ||

Lets remove the . files first.

bas X1 bash ®x2 ask ® X3
(venv) tannewtd /Volumes $ df -h fVolumes!CIRCUITPYf
Filesystem Size Used Avail Capacity iused ifree %iused Mounted on
/dev/disk3s1 59Ki 54Ki 5.5Ki 91% 128 8 100% /Volumes/C
IRCUITPY
(venv) tannewtd /Volumes $ 1s -a CIRCUITPY/

._sTrashes#* boot_out.txt*

_original_code.py* code.py*

B A .

.TemporaryItems/M. fseventsdlf Libly

.Trashesfj README . txt* original_code.py#
._-TemporaryItems» [FUXTIENNNDPTITLY/

(venv) t Wt /Volumes $ rm CIRCUITPY/._=*

(venv) tannewtd /Volumes $ df -h /Volumes/CIRCUITPY/

Filesystem Size Used Avail Capacity iused ifree ¥iused Mounted on
Jdev/disk3s1 59Ki 42Ki 18Ki 71% 128 @ 100% /Volumes/C
IRCUITPY

/Volumes $ 1s -a CIRCUITPY/

-Trashes Windows 7 Driverf@lLibl
.fseventsdf

boot_out.txt# original_code.py*

TempuraryItem 5/ README.txt* code.py*

(venv) tannewtd /Volumes § []

Whoa! We have 13Ki more than before! This space can now be used for libraries and code!
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e ATSAMDZ21 Datasheet (the main chip on the Metro MO)
e Fritzing object in the Adafruit Fritzing Library

CircuitPython 2.2 Metro MO Demo Files.zip

https://adafru.it/Aqgl

Schematic & Fabrication Print
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https://www.adafruit.com/images/product-files/2772/atmel-42181-sam-d21_datasheet.pdf
https://github.com/adafruit/Fritzing-Library
https://cdn-learn.adafruit.com/assets/assets/000/049/829/original/CircuitPython_2.2_Metro_M0_Files.zip?1515108299
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